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  The Envoy – May 2016   
A Tale of Two Funerals 

Now, Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled.  
My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of 
every people.  A light to reveal you to the Gentiles and the glory of your people, 
Israel.”   Luke 2:29-31 (the Song of Simeon—ELW Translation) 
 
Right around Easter, I attended three funerals.  Two of the funerals I attended 
as a pastor and presider and one of the funerals I attended as a friend.  
 

The first funeral was for a member of this congregation, who had planned her 
funeral service in detail.   She chose the Psalm she wanted read and the 
hymns she wanted sung.  She made plans for the reception after the funeral 
to be held at a restaurant.  Because she was so detailed in her planning, it was 
easy for her daughters to know that the service that they planned would be 
exactly what their mother wanted.  We all felt confident that her funeral 
would be a beautiful and faithful service that would celebrate her life and the 
faith in which she lived and died.   
 

When it was time for the funeral, the sanctuary filled up with people; the 
family, a few members of Emmanuel, but mostly people I didn’t recognize.  
The service went forward without a hitch.  We sang the hymns she had 
chosen, the people who spoke gave moving, and, at moments, funny eulogies 
that really reflected who she had been.  I preached a sermon that shared the 
gospel and honored her life.  Afterward, everyone said that it was a beautiful 
funeral.  But I was troubled.  In my mind, it might have been a nice funeral, 
but it didn’t feel like worship to me.  We sang the hymns that this person had 
wanted sung, but the reality was that I sang the hymns, and maybe the couple 
of other people from Emmanuel who were there sang the hymns, and maybe 
a few others, but for the most part, the service felt like a spectator sport.  
Worship is supposed to be the work of the people of God, joined in prayer 
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and praise and song, and it felt more like I was putting on a show.  Now, I do 
not expect the close family members of someone who has died to sing hymns 
with enthusiasm.  After all, they are grieving.  But in my mind, that is where 
the community of faith comes in, to sing, to praise, and to pray, on behalf of 
those whose hearts are broken.   
 

The second funeral in this tale of two funerals was also of a church member 
here at Emmanuel.  Again the service was planned with loving care by the 
family.  Again, everything went off without a hitch.  We sang the songs, read 
words of hope and promise from scripture, heard story after story about the 
beloved life of someone who meant so much to so many people, and again, I 
preached a sermon that proclaimed the gospel, the promise of resurrection, 
and honored the life of our dear friend.   
 

But there was a major difference between this funeral and the other first one 
I wrote about.  The church was filled again, but this time there were more 
than a few members of Emmanuel here.  And we sang.  We sang songs of 
hope and resurrection.  It was worship.  Afterward, many people said that it 
was a beautiful funeral.  And I agreed. It was the work of the people.  The 
people of God were here.   
 

When we have funerals at Emmanuel, our Sanctuary fills with people many of 
whom are unchurched (either never belonging to any church or not having 
been to church in a long time), atheist or agnostic, or of different Christian or 
other faith traditions.  And for all of those people, seekers, questioners, 
doubters, for those who are indifferent, for those who are curious, and for 
those who simply have no idea what to expect, I think it is important that we 
show them a meaningful worship experience.  It is an opportunity for us to 
witness to the unchurched.  It is an opportunity to share a worship service 
where it truly matters if you are there or not, with people who might have 
only experienced Christian worship as an audience member.  It is an 
opportunity for us to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ right at the moment 
when the gospel of Jesus Christ, the good news of resurrection and eternal 
life, is most sorely needed and keenly felt; at the moment of the death of a 
loved one.   
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With the bulletin, with the music, with the sermon, with the invitation to 
communion, we try to invite people into a meaningful worship experience, 
but the problem is, that worship, liturgy, is the work of the people, and the 
people who are there, often just don’t know how.  It’s not necessarily that 
they’re hostile or bored or unwilling.  It’s that they’re grieving and they’re not 
on their native turf.  They don’t know the songs we sing, and how much joy 
and comfort they can give us in times of deepest grief.  They don’t 
automatically respond “and also with you” when they are told that the Lord is 
with them.  They don’t know how to share the peace and some of them 
wonder, in our broken and messed up world, if peace is possible.  They don’t 
know that they’re welcome at the Lord’s table, or, even if they do know, they 
don’t know when or how to come up and receive that gift of grace.  So, this 
worship opportunity, that could be one of outreach and blessing, one that 
honors the life and faith and memory of our sister or brother in Christ who 
has gone before us, becomes a bit awkward and a bit strained.  It becomes the 
work of the pastor and the organist and maybe the three or four church 
members who have come to remember and to say good-bye (God be with 
you) to their friend and fellow church member.   
 

As I see it, the solution is for the church of God to attend the funerals at 
Emmanuel and to recognize them as opportunities to celebrate the 
resurrection and to witness to those for whom worship is an unknown or 
strange experience.  Now, I know that funerals are often on weekdays, when 
many of you are not available.  But some of you are.  And sometimes funerals 
are on weekends, when more of you are available.  When that e-mail 
“Oremus” comes out or you see that obituary in the newspaper, that lets you 
know that one of your fellow church members, a sister or brother in Christ, 
has died, I encourage you to see that that as an invitation to worship, an 
invitation to witness, an invitation to support a grieving family with the songs 
and worship of the faith, and an invitation to sing and pray a sister or brother 
in Christ into eternity, whether you were personally acquainted with him or 
her or not.  Liturgy is the work of the people and when someone dies, you are 
invited to worship.   
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Amanda  
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We Remember in Prayer 

Tim Kidder Lyons Family Dorothy Soderlind John Foster 
Terri Loomis Hans & Ursula Dimpel Pr. Rick Schlak MJ Ekstrand 
Stephen Galberg Nicholas Thompson Marci Sharp Leo 
Renee Adamson Rebecca Pokorski Thomas Millin Katherine 
 Bill & Ellen Gruhn Helen Hultman  

Remembering Our Shut-ins 

Alice Schillberg, Lillian Gustafson, Ingrid Bamber, Joan Fogarty, & Dorothy Soderlind 
 

Those in the Armed Forces 

Sean Howland, Steve Axelrod 
 

Thank You Notes 

To the Congregation of Emmanuel, 

Thank you so much for sharing in Parker’s baptism day and allowing us to 
use your beautiful church hall. 

Sincerely, The Jean-Pierre Family 

 

Dear Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 

I wanted to thank you for my care package. It was really thoughtful and nice of you 
to take time and create it for me.  School has been going well for me this year, and 
with finals this upcoming week the package will definitely get me through the hours 
of studying yet to come.  I hope everything is going well at Emmanuel and will see 
you all at the end of May.   

Thanks, Bethany 
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To my church family,  

My family and I would like to thank everyone for their 
kind words, cards, notes, and especially the many hugs 
on the death of my mom, Marie Swanson.  Mom truly 
loved everyone and her church.  Thanks to Pastor 
Amanda for helping plan the memorial service that 
Mom wanted.  We appreciated the wonderful singing 
during her memorial service, the many yummy desserts, and the faithful kitchen 
helpers.   I am truly blessed to be a part of the warm and giving Emmanuel family.    

Blessings to all of you, Arlene Cegelis 

 

Dear friends, 

Can you imagine how much care goes into the festive baskets on the hallway table; 
waiting to be delivered to home bound folks after every holiday?  First, gathering 
special little gifts to be wrapped, and then assembling an assortment of fun 
surprises to go into each of the baskets.   Joy Peter is the person who plans all of this 
so artistically and she certainly deserves a round of applause.  Then later, after the 
holiday, good friends volunteer to deliver the baskets to the homes where they are 
so appreciated.  It has been nice to be on the receiving end of this activity and a 
pleasure for all of us who have enjoyed your efforts.  Many thanks to all who have 
helped prepare this thoughtful operation. 

 MJ Ekstrand 

 

Hello, Eric Donovan here, 

Just wanted to reach out to everyone at church to say thank you for the care package 
I just received, the goodies will be a huge help during finals week. 

I also wanted express my gratitude to everyone for their thoughts and prayers while 
I was in the hospital and wanted to let everyone know that I am feeling completely 
better now.  

Thank you again, Eric Donovan  
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Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the Norwood Ecumenical Community Food Pantry, thank you very 
much for your recent donation of $588.00, and food.  The Pantry continues to be 
very busy servicing over 250 families.  We are most grateful to the confirmation 
class for thinking of the Pantry during their Souper Bowl of caring. 

Sincerely, Eileen Hickey, Secretary  

 

Rummage Sale Thank You 

Anne Martin and I would like to offer many thanks to all the people who helped with 
the rummage sale.  The proceeds will go to camperships and other items not 
covered by the church budget.   

The benefits of the sale extend far beyond the funds we take in.  There is the service 
to the community, allowing those with tight budgets to find clothing and household 
goods, which they otherwise couldn't afford.   A woman, who saw our sign, decided 
to come in for a look around and spotted the wheelchair.   She was so thrilled to be 
able to purchase it at a modest price -- she said, "God must have sent me 
here!"   Even our leftovers, which mostly go to Savers, serve the purpose of helping 
the less fortunate purchase items at a low price.  The leftover books go to the book 
bin at Grace Episcopal.  Some leftover winter clothes go to Ruth Rinker’s church in 
Franklin for a cold weather mission in Maine. 

Thanks to Vik Benson, Rick Martin, Homer Everhard, Phyllis Kivi, Bill Kivi, Linda 
Stipkovich, Ruth Sundberg, Larry Sundberg, Evie 
Sundquist, Helen Rezendes, Helene Bier, Betty Dickson, 
Elsa Delaplace, Joan Carlson, Chris Gradijan, Brian Cegelis, 
Fridel Byrnes, Sally Alborghetti, Anne Marie Blomquist, 
Greta Carlson, Ruth Rinker, Julie Ackley, Matthew and Bob, 
Pastor Amanda, Hank Sundquist and I apologize for anyone 
that I missed.  Special thanks to Michele Dodds, Samantha 
Frerichs, Britton Warner, Gene Delaplace and Peggy, 
Wayne and Cindy Zafft, Bill and Phyllis Kivi, and Vik 
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Benson who came Saturday afternoon to help transport them to Savers. Thanks to 
the people who took away some of our extra trash on Sunday.  Special thanks to Joy 
Peter who brought us a huge box of chocolates to help keep up our strength. 

These people moved tables, put up racks, set signs in place, sorted through 
mountains of boxes and bags, arranged, rearranged, folded and refolded, checked 
people out, cooked our meals and snacks, made our coffee,  arranged our huge white 
elephant tables, carted items to cars for our customers, chatted with customers, 
bagged and boxed unsold items, brought the leftovers to Savers, swept the floors, 
put the tables, racks and signs away and so on and so on. Even though everyone 
worked very hard, there was genuine fellowship and good time had by all.  

Thanks for cleaning out your houses and all the contributions.  (The next rummage 
sale is the last week of October.)  We are so fortunate to be able to do this. 

Thanks and blessings to all of you, 

Arlene Cegelis 
 
 

Small Group of the Month 

May’s Small Group of the Month is the Golf Group.  People enjoying 
the great outdoors, good exercise, friendship and of course a few 
“Holes in One”.  There will be a planning meeting on May 15th 
between services in the Gathering Room.  If you want to join in on 
the fun and cannot make this meeting please contact Heather 

Crisafulli at heatherc@norwoodlight.com  
 
 

Book Group 

Book group will meet Friday, May 20th, at 7:30 p.m. in the Founders' Room to 
discuss the very popular "The Nightingale" by Kristin Hannah.  

With courage, grace and powerful insight, bestselling author Kristin 
Hannah captures the epic panorama of WWII and illuminates an 
intimate part of history seldom seen: the women's war. The Nightingale 

mailto:heatherc@norwoodlight.com
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tells the stories of two sisters, separated by years and experience, by ideals, passion and 
circumstance, each embarking on her own dangerous path toward survival, love, and 
freedom in German-occupied, war-torn France--a heartbreakingly beautiful novel that 
celebrates the resilience of the human spirit and the durability of women. It is a novel 
for everyone, a novel for a lifetime. 

On June 17, the book chosen for discussion is "Love Anthony" by Lisa Genova. 

In an insightful, deeply human story reminiscent of The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-time, Daniel Isn’t Talking, and The Reason I Jump, New York Times 
bestselling author and neuroscientist Lisa Genova offers a unique perspective in 
fiction—the extraordinary voice of Anthony, a nonverbal boy with autism. Anthony 
reveals a neurologically plausible peek inside the mind of autism, why he hates 
pronouns, why he loves swinging and the number three, how he experiences routine, 
joy, and love. And it is the voice of this voiceless boy that guides two women in this 
powerfully unforgettable story to discover the universal truths that connect us all. 

All are welcome.  Bring a guest, if you like. 

 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 

We will begin our Summer Worship Schedule on May 22nd. 

 Worship at 9:30 a.m. 
 Coffee Hour Fellowship at 10:30 
 
We will return to our “regular” Worship Schedule once again on September 11 

 Worship at 8:45 a.m. 
 Coffee Hour Fellowship and Sunday School Rally Day at 10:00 
 Worship at 11:15 a.m. 
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ELCA World Hunger Appeal Collection for Synod Assembly  

On June 10-12, Bryon Sol, Val Dutcher, Allison Silletti, and I (Pastor Amanda) will be 
attending the 2016 New England Synod Assembly, a gathering of representatives of 
all the ELCA churches in New England to learn from speakers and each other, to vote 
for synod leaders and on resolutions, to serve in the greater Springfield area, and to 
worship and pray for our each other, our churches, our region of the country, and 
for the world.    The theme of the Synod Assembly is:  “No Reservations:  There are 
no reservations in the Kingdom of God.”   

The Assembly’s theme incorporates the ELCA’s 2016 emphasis on World 
Hunger for 2016. The speakers, workshops and activities throughout the 
weekend will focus on “a place at the table for everyone.” 

The challenge for our Assembly is for each congregation to raise funds 
for the ELCA’s World Hunger Appeal. The Synod has received matching 
funds in the amount of $15,000, which will enable us to double our 
synod’s contribution to the World Hunger Appeal. If you would like to 
donate to the World Hunger Appeal for the Synod’s Collection, please 
use one of the World Hunger Appeal envelopes in the pew racks.  Make 
your check out to Emmanuel and write “Hunger Appeal” in the memo 
line.  There are also envelopes available on the table outside of the office, with 
pamphlets that tell you more about the ELCA World Hunger Appeal.  We will collect 
donations for the Synod Assembly World Hunger Appeal through June 5th.   

 

Graduation Sunday 

On Sunday, June 19th, we will be honoring those members and 
friends of Emmanuel Lutheran Church who are graduating from 

high school, college, or graduate school during the worship service 
and at a reception afterward.  If you are graduating please sign up on 

the list outside Pastor Amanda’s office. 
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Next Steps Ministry 

During the 2015-2016 school year, we kept in touch with Emmanuel’s 
young adults who are in school and at work by sending them cards, letters, 
the Envoy, and care packages throughout the year.  The program went so 
well, that we are in need of some more adults/families who are willing to 
“adopt” a young person to keep in touch with them throughout the year and to 
be part of the team that sends them care packages (2 times a year).  Please sign 
up on the list outside of Pastor Amanda’s office if you would be interested in 
helping with this ministry.  

 

Notice of June Congregational Meeting 

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend 

our June Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 

June 26th.  It will be held at 10:30 a.m. in Kask 

Hall – after our one worship service. 

Additional parking is available within walking 

distance of Emmanuel at the Winslow Medical 

office building on Chapel Street. 

 

 

 

ELC Grants and Camperships 

Educational grant and Camp Calumet summer campership 

applications are available in church hallway.  Please complete 

application and return to church office no later than June 19th.  

Thank you.  
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 50 Days of Easter – Ascentria book collection 

We will be collecting books for children from birth to age 16, until Sunday, May 22.  

These can be new or gently-loved.  If you would rather support Ascentria with a 

monetary donation to purchase some books, that would also be appreciated.  Please 

look for more information to come and if you have any questions, please contact 

Helen Rezendes at 781-769-6383 or hlrwwd@aol.com.  

 

 

Parking at Emmanuel 

Just a reminder, regarding the side door driveway 
entrance of our church.  This is designated only for 
handicap parking or a quick drop off/pick up only.  
Since we share a driveway, we need to respect our 

neighbors. This is especially true during winter’s snowy winter months. 
 
Parking on Sunday mornings on Gardner Road, is limited now to the 
church side only. (South side), 8 am – 1 pm.  This is a result of a meeting of 
the neighborhood and town.  Additional parking is available within walking 
distance of Emmanuel at the Winslow Medical office building on Chapel 
Street. 
 
 

Household Needs 

We have a member of our congregation moving into a new 
apartment who needs some furnishings and household 
supplies.  If you have any items you would like to donate, 
please contact Pastor Amanda.    
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Ministers of Emmanuel  

The members of our congregation, working and 

witnessing in the world. 

Church Staff 

Rev. Amanda Warner, Pastor 

Gabrielle Heath, Minister of Music 

Diane Bragg, Parish Administrator 

Alice Wuschke, Administrative Assistant 

Arlene Cegelis, Church Council President 

Beth Donovan, Treasurer 

Kendra Lassen, Financial Secretary 

Heather Crisafulli, Coordinator of Newcomer & 

Small Group Ministries 

Janice McHugh, Sunday School Coordinator 

Lorraine Lynch, Visitation Ministry Leader 

Church Office  

Tuesday-Friday 

9 a.m. -  2 p.m. 

781-762-9457 
 

emmanuel@norwoodlight.com 

www.emmanuelnorwood.org 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

      8:45  - Traditional Worship 

    10:00 -  Fellowship and Sunday School 

    11:15 -  Contemporary Worship 

 

May 22nd begins our summer schedule, one 

worship service at 9:30 am 

 

 

mailto:emmanuel@norwoodlight.com
http://www.emmanuel-norwood.org/

