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  The Envoy September – 2016   
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  

 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,  
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

Acts 2:42 
 
One of the wonderful things about Emmanuel is its small group ministry.  Small 
groups can be a vital part of spiritual growth and community development.   
Emmanuel’s small groups provide important opportunities for relationship 
building, mutual support, and fellowship within the congregation.    
 
I am aware that Emmanuel once had an active Fellowship Ministry Team that 
planned fellowship events for the whole congregation and also coordinated our 
funeral reception ministry to grieving families.   While many of our fellowship 
needs are met through our small group ministry, I believe that it would be 
meaningful for us to continue to have some fellowship events that would help us 
get to know each other better across ages and worship services and different 
interests.   
 
I am also aware that people are busy, with family, with work, with health needs, 
with children’s activities, with activities that we participate in in our 
communities, and with other friendships and relationships.  I know that no one 
has unlimited time for church activities.   
 
With all this in mind, I would like to plan six fellowship events in the coming year 
(between now and next September) that hopefully will increase our sense of 
connection to each other, but that won’t overwhelm our already busy schedules 
either!  Here are some activities that I have in mind for our fellowship ministry:  
 
 Congregational Birthday Party:  An opportunity to get together for a 

pot-luck dinner and to celebrate each other’s birthdays.  By sitting a 
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tables designated for the month of our birth we would have the 
opportunity to get to know people we might not already know. 

 
 Health and Wellness Challenge:  A home/church program that would 

begin with a dinner and end with an ice cream social!  We would be put 
on teams and have to get points in multiple categories of health and 
wellness (food, exercise, spirituality, relationships, general health, mind).  
Our individual scores would be added to our team scores.  At our closing 
event we would celebrate the winning team and the strides we all have 
made toward being good stewards of our whole selves.   

 
 Hearts of Hope Painting Party:  An opportunity to get together and 

paint ceramic hearts that will then be sent to the military, children’s 
hospitals, cancer centers, and communities experiencing tragedy.  For 
more information about Hearts of Hope please see:  ourheartsofhope.org  

 
 Game Night:  Bring board and card games and snacks and get together to 

enjoy some playtime!  
  
 Blessing of Marriages:  Have a brief service of blessing for marriages and 

then have a pot-luck supper.  Similar to the birthday party, couples would 
sit at tables as people married in the same month, so that they would have 
the opportunity to get to know new people.   

 
 Travel Night:  I have heard that Emmanuel once held a travel night as a 

chance for the people at Emmanuel to share stories and pictures from the 
places they have been.  This one is back by popular demand, as it seems 
that people really enjoyed it!   

 
I am very excited about these opportunities.  However, I can’t do them alone.   I 
need people to help plan these events to make them successful and enjoyable for 
our congregation and to any friends who might want to come along!  Sign-up 
sheets to be on the planning team for these for these events will be available on 
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the Fellowship table at the Discipleship Fair and on the table outside of my office 
in future weeks.   
 
Also, if you have any ideas for fellowship events at Emmanuel, please stop by the 
Fellowship table at the Discipleship Fair or let me know in some other way.  We 
can’t do everything, but we can do some things, to enjoy the blessing of our 
community of faith and to continue to grow in our commitment to Christ and to 
the church in which God has placed us.  
 
Yours in fellowship! 
Pastor Amanda  
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We Remember in Prayer 

John Foster Helen Hultman Pr. Rick Schlak Hans & Ursula Dimpel 
Kirk Narick Patty Holbrook Stephen Galberg Bob & Dianne Kohm 
Marci Sharp Lillian Bruin Karen LeSieur Ruth Sundberg 
Stephen Flynn Francine Cronin Chrissy DeMarzio Paul Boyd 
   Christina Rushing 
 

Remembering Our Shut-ins 

Ingrid Bamber, Lillian Gustafson, Alice Schillberg, and Joan Fogarty  
 

Those in the Armed Forces 

Sean Howland, Steve Axelrod, and Christopher Rando 
 

Thank You Notes 

Dear Members of Emmanuel, 

Thank you so much for the generous educational grant!  I am leaving for RPI next week, 
and the grant will really help pay for those textbooks.  I really appreciate the church’s 

support of my career in college.  Thanks again!  Tommy Peter 

 

Dear Members of Emmanuel, 

I would like to thank the church for the scholarship money that I received. I am in my 
senior year now studying Mathematics with a concentration in Statistics and a minor in 
Economics, and loving every minute of it up here! I will be using this to help pay for 
books this coming semester as that always proves to be an expensive proposition. 
Hopefully I can make it home to attend church every once in a while, if not I hope 
everyone has a great fall!  - Eric Balduf 
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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Thank you for your love, care and support after my recent accident.  I don’t know how I 
would have managed without you.   

Not knowing how I was going to manage anything was frightening.  But you stepped up 

and answered God’s call, brightening my world by taking me to worship, bringing me 
food from the Friendship Freezer, taking me to appointments, sending cards – even a 
balloon and bear–helping me clean and just stopping by to say hello and warming my 

heart with a smile. 

Saying ‘thank you’ just doesn’t seem to be enough, but for now, it’s all I have to offer.  I 
am so proud to be a part of the Emmanuel family; so grateful for your presence in my life.   

I thank God I was brought to this place. 

Love in Christ, 

Doris Dimpel 

 
Dear Members of Emmanuel, 

Thank you for my campership.  I had a great experience at Calumet, and had loads of fun.  
My favorite thing was watching a sunrise on the beach, it was beautiful.  Another great 
thing was dock jumping.  Basically, you would run down a dock and jump in the lake.  I 
had such a great time, I want to go for two weeks next year.   

Thanks again!  Grace Lassen 
 
Dear Members of Emmanuel, 
 

Thank you so much for the special blessing that was bestowed on me as well as for 
funding my enrollment in the School of Lay Ministry.  I am very excited to begin this two 
year program which will allow me to grow in my faith, and provide me an opportunity 
for spiritual growth, fellowship, and learning as well as a deeper and richer 
understanding of our Lutheran traditions as well as traditions of other faiths.  I look 
forward to sharing my experiences with all of you! 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
Rebecca Sol   
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Dear Pastor Amanda and My Beloved Church family, 

I want to thank Pastor Amanda for her kind visit, prayers, communion, many phone calls 
of support for what changed from back surgery to a heart stent, for a significant 
blockage.  

My family, my friends far and near, and my beloved church family have provided me 
with continuous support through phone calls, text messages, emails, get well cards and 
most importantly prayers.  Your love will never be forgotten! 

As I struggled and continue to struggle with human fears, I prayed with my whole heart 
for God to carry me through this stressful time. I praise and thank God for this miracle. I 
am so grateful to the medical staff at Beth Israel; they were skilled and compassionate 
people and comforted me all day; they too added that God provided! 

Thank you again to my church family for all your love and support. I’ll be on to part two 
in a couple of months. 

Lorraine Lynch 
 

To Pastor, and the people of Emmanuel, 

We wanted to send a thank you to everyone that helped with our Aunt MJ’s funeral a few 
weeks ago.  The time came up suddenly and it’s always fast paced to put such things 
together.  Pastor Amanda was a huge help in putting together the service and providing 
all the information we needed.  We appreciate all her involvement in the service and the 
flexibility with her schedule. 
 
Several ladies came to the church and helped so much with setting up for the reception, 
making everything run smoothly, setting up the food and drinks, and cleaning 
everything up afterwards.  We all were very thankful for all their hard work.  They 
allowed us to attend the funeral and visit with everyone without worrying about a thing.  
Please send our humble gratitude to these ladies. 
 
For all the other people who have helped with Aunt MJ, been a friend, checked in on her, 
and, most importantly, prayed for her - thank you. 
 
Blessings, 
Jane Trudeau (MJ’s niece) 
with Tom, Bob and Phil Sikora (nephews) and Malcolm Ekstrand (MJ’s brother) 
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Stewardship Report- August 31, 2016 

From the Stewardship and Finance Ministry Teams - The printing dates 
for members’ financial giving statements are changing. The financial 
statements will be printed as of August 31, 2016 to reflect giving through 
that date. We made the decision to print a statement at that point rather 
than September 30th, as many of our members are away during the 
summer months. This will allow members to review their giving to date and catch 
up for any missed weeks over the summer months. Another statement will also be 
printed as of November 30th to reflect giving through that date. Members can then 
review their giving through that date, and know where their giving stands before the 
end of the year. A final year end statement will be printed as always and distributed in 
January 2017.               (Your financial statement is in the hallway outside the offices). 
 

Mutual Ministry Team 

The Mutual Ministry (“MM”) team supports the church staff members, who in turn 
support the congregation. The team is a mix of first-service and second-service 
members and they are:  Chris Alberg, Laurie Alley, Dan Busler, Linnea Keyes, Cameron 
Rogers and Tammie Ruda. The purpose of MM is to provide a link between congregation 
members and our staff.  The team meets monthly with Pastor Amanda to confidentially 
discuss matters that affect the church staff.   Members of Emmanuel are always welcome 
speak to one of us, or you may leave a note in the MM mailbox outside the office if you 
have an issue you feel needs to be addressed. 
 

Small Group Corner 

                         

                       Good bye summer, hello autumn!! 

Fall is here and Emmanuel is back in full swing again.  I 
always think of the fall as a new beginning.  All the 
programs, ministry teams and small groups that we put on 
hold during the lazy days of summer begin again with new 
and renewed enthusiasm.   
 
This year we are excited to bring a change to our Small 

Group Fall Festival.  We are inviting our neighbors to share a day of fun and friendship 
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with us.  Our purpose is to live the greatest commandment of all “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself”.  Even though we will not have actual small group tables set up at 
the Fall Festival/Block Party this would be a time when we can share with people about 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church and tell our stories about our small groups.   
 
The festival will be on Saturday, October 1st from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm.  There will be 
live music, a DJ and a Magician performing at different times throughout the day.  A 
schedule of events will be posted in the hallway.  We will have craft tables for kids and 
game booths for all.  There will be face painting and oh, did I mention food?  Hot dogs, 
hamburgers, chips, drinks, sno-kones, cotton candy and popcorn just to mention some of 
the goodies.  So, bring your kids and grandkids, come to meet and greet our neighbors 
and have some fun!  We are praying for a large turnout from our church family so check 
out the schedule of events, put it on your “to do list” and come as you can. 
 
Two new small groups are being formed.  A dining group is in the works to meet 
monthly at the church to prepare and enjoy a meal together.  We have a fully equipped 
kitchen to cook in and a beautiful Founders Room to dine in.  No worries about having to 
prepare your home and the clean up afterwards.  The second group being formed is one 
to update Emmanuel’s history.  This group would research and write our continuing 
history and update it as needed.  Sign-up sheets are in the hallway on the Small Group 
Table. 
 
Take a look at our current Small Group information on the bulletin board to the right of 
the office door.  If you would be interested in joining there is always an empty chair 
awaiting new members.  For more information you can contact the group leader whose 
e-mail address appears on the bulletin board. 
 
Enjoy the fall! 
 
Peace and blessings, 
Heather 
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Fall Festival Block Party   

 Our teams have finalized the plans for the festival and now we need 
volunteers to help run the event on Saturday, October 1st from 11 am to 4 
pm.  So no one needs to be available for all 5 hours of the festival we will 
rotate volunteers every 1 ½ to 2 hours.  We estimate the number of 
volunteers needed will be 55 to 60 adults and teenagers. Sign-up sheets 
are on the Small Group Table and in Kask Hall.  We need your help to 

make this event a success, please give this request some prayerful thought and please be 
generous with your time.  Thank you.  In case of rain the festival will be held in Kask 
Hall.                                   
 

Blessing of the Animals 

On Sunday, October 2nd, at 4:00 p.m. we will be holding a 
Blessing of the Animals on the lawn at Emmanuel.  Blessing of 
the Animals services are opportunities for us to give thanks to 
God for the animals that are a part of our lives and to affirm 
God’s care for all of God’s creation and our stewardship of 
animals and the rest of the earth.  Pets of any kind are welcome 

at this service as long as they are properly contained and cleaned up after.  If you pet 
does not enjoy meeting other animals or new people, then then or she would probably 
not enjoy this event.  If that is the case, please feel free to bring a picture and have your 
pet blessed in absentia!  - Pastor Amanda 
 

Book signing tour – Nadia Bolz-Weber 

Nadia Bolz-Weber, is a pastor in the ELCA, an author, and a real shock to the 
system of anyone who has a straight-laced understanding of pastors or the 
church. Her voice, while sometimes challenging and always surprising is one 

worth hearing as we learn how to share the blessing of faith in Christ with our 
communities.   On Thursday, October 6th at 7:00 p.m., Bolz-Weber will be at 

Trinity Church in Boston, on a tour, promoting her most recent book—
Accidental Saints:  Finding God in All the Wrong People.  There are some from Emmanuel 

who are already planning to attend her talk.  If you are interested in going as part of a 
group, please sign up on the table in the hallway, so that we can coordinate. 

http://www.nadiabolzweber.com/books/accidental-saints
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Your Offering In Action 

This year’s Stewardship program is called Your Offering in 
Action.  We have a lot to be thankful for here at Emmanuel and 
we are truly blessed.  We have a talented and dedicated Pastor 
and staff.  We have a beautiful sanctuary in which to worship, a 
welcoming church building and a rejuvenated parsonage; all 
spaces that we continue to update and improve.  We actively 

support our local, national and global neighbors through our 
work with the ELCA Synod, our Mission outreach efforts, and 
partnership with local community groups and other churches.   

Our ministry teams and small groups engage our parishioners in the life of the Church, 

nurturing our spiritual needs while providing fellowship to all.  It is Your Offering in 
Action that supports all of the worship, mission and fellowship activities of Emmanuel.   

Simply put, our goal is to raise pledge income by 7.5% or approximately $18,000 for 
2017 compared to 2016.  Our request is that the members of Emmanuel make a pledge 
of financial support to Emmanuel in 2017, increase their giving, and, if possible, increase 
it by 7.5%. 

Why is it important to make a pledge?  Pledges and other offerings from our 

congregation make up the vast majority of income we expect to receive during the year, 
and our budget is based on that projected income. Our budget is the roadmap for what is 

possible each year in terms of staffing and compensation, programs and activities, and 
taking care of our buildings. Without your pledges, we don’t know how much income we 
will take in, and we can’t plan appropriately.  

Your offering, pledged for 2017, is the primary source of income that is used to create 
the yearly budget.  Except for a modest amount of rent, and other building usage fees for 

space we provide to non-profits and community groups, Emmanuel does not receive 

financial support from any other sources.  We are completely dependent on pledges 
from the congregation. It is Your Offering in Action that maintains and grows our 
ministry here at Emmanuel.  You may not pledge because you feel your stewardship is 
between you and God.  While it is true that your stewardship is known to God, and the 
commitment of a financial pledge can seem daunting at times, the reality is that we all 

make financial pledges every day whether it be  contracts for cable tv or internet 
service, gym membership, cell phone service, mortgages, car payments, etc. These 
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financial transactions are all forms of pledging. If you have not pledged in the past, we 
hope you will pray about your stewardship practices and consider pledging this year.  
Therefore, we ask every member to make a formal pledge for 2017.  Every pledge is 

important to Emmanuel and valued, regardless of amount.  Likewise, every dollar given 

in support of Emmanuel is important, whether you are able to pledge or not. Consistent, 
regular and dependable giving is a responsibility we all share as members of Emmanuel 
no matter how often you may attend Church.  

The stewardship program will begin on Sunday October 9th.  You will learn more 

about our dedicated staff and all that they do for Emmanuel.  On Sunday October 16th 
you will learn more about our church building and how it is used not only for our 
worship services but also for many community organizations and what an important 

part it plays in our community.  On Sunday October 23rd you will learn more about our 
outreach programs. Please pray throughout the three week program to consider the 
financial commitment you will make on Sunday October 30th, commitment Sunday.   

We are grateful for your continued financial support of Emmanuel.  Thank you! 

Respectfully, your Stewardship and Financial Ministry Teams 

 

Book Group   

The book group selection for October 21st is "The Runaway Quilt" 
by Jennifer Chiaverini.  "The fourth book in the popular Elm Creek 
Quilts series explores a question that has long captured the 

imagination of quilters and historians alike: Did stationmasters of the 
Underground Railroad use quilts to signal to fugitive slaves?  A spellbinding 
fugue on the mysteries of heritage, The Runaway Quilt unfolds with all the drama 
suspense of a classic in the making." 
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Men’s Weekend @ Calumet  

Hey guys – here’s an opportunity for you!  
 

When:  October 21-23 
Theme: "Wired Differently" 
 

2016 Guest Speaker: Bishop Jim Hazelwood, Bishop of the New England Synod 

From Bishop Hazelwood: "Why do most spiritual disciplines not work for most 
men?  Because we are wired differently.  We tend to be task-oriented, purpose-driven, 
and seek measurable outcomes.  This weekend seeks to look at three areas where men 
can practice a male spirituality, centered around food, sex and sports.  Yes, you read it 
right.  We’ll discuss a male spirituality of the body, and you’ll depart with some new 
insights." 

To register or for more information, http://www.calumet.org/mensweekend   Or call 
Alice at 603-539-3223 ext 220. Please join us ... and bring a friend! 

 

Rummage Sale 

The next rummage sale will be Friday and Saturday, October 
28th and 29th.  Please start collecting your good stuff to 
bring.  We would love to have your extra items of CLEAN 
clothing, linens, jewelry, knick-knacks, small furniture, 
sporting goods, toys, and books.  Please do not bring 
electronics (ie: televisions, monitors, computers) or children’s 
car seats or strollers.  It costs us money to discard these 
items.   

 

The rummage sale proceeds provide camperships for our youth and are also used to 
purchase some items not covered by the church budget.  You can start to bring your 
contributions after church on October 24.  If you need help please let us know.   
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Norwood Cooperative Nursery School will be in session, so please be 
careful of the children.  In addition, please respect our neighbor’s half of the driveway 
and keep to the church side. 
 

If you have any questions, please talk to Arlene Cegelis or Anne Martin. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/campcalumet/photos/a.468688590718.279860.336574430718/10150782932110719/?type=1&source=11
http://www.calumet.org/mensweekend


~ 13 ~ 
 

Rummage Sale HELP wanted and NEEDED!!! 

We'd love to welcome some new helpers--men and women, for 
preparing and working the fall rummage sale the week of October 25.  
The people that have been helping for years (and we hope that they 

continue) are getting older and we just can’t do as much lifting as we used to.   
 
Here’s a rundown of what we typically do…perhaps there’s a spot where YOU can help! 

Set up starts at around 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, October 26, and we could REALLY use 
some strong help putting up all the 
tables and bringing up the clothes racks.  
After the tables and racks are set up, we 
start to sort through the many 
contributions and set them out. We chat 
as we work, have coffee and snacks, then 
do more sorting.  We have a nice lunch 
(no need to bring food, we supply it) and 
do more sorting, placing and chatting.  
Wednesday and Thursday, we leave by 
2:00 p.m. 

On Thursday, we sort through any new 
contributions. Since clean dishware and 
knick-knacks sell better than dirty ones, 
we wash the dirty ones. We sort through 
the clothing and shoes and pull out items 
that are stained, ripped or worn-out. 
These items are bagged and donated to 
the Norwood Schools.  SIDE NOTE: The 
town of Norwood teamed up with Bay 
State Textiles of Pembroke to help solve 
the problem of textile waste, launching 
the textile recycling program in town in 
October, 2014.  As long as the items are 
not “smelly or moldy”, they can be 
donated.  The schools receive $100 for 
every ton of textiles they collect.  

Having fun!  
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Friday morning we again sort any new contributions and at 9:00 a.m. we open the doors.  
We all stand out of the way, as the horde of bargain hunters comes running in.  That’s no 
exaggeration.  We check out customers, re-sort tables, and of course, eat and chat.  We 
close at 1:00pm. THIS IS A CHANGE!!! 

Saturday morning we open at 9:00 a.m. again and until about 12:30 it’s a repeat of 
Friday’s activity.  At 11:30 we start our bag sale.  Customers prepay $5.00 each for one 
or more large white trash bags and they can fill it with anything they want.  At around 
12:30 p.m. we start to consolidate tables and empty racks, so we can start putting them 
away.  We close at 1:00 p.m. and the clean-up begins.  Here we need strong help to take 
down the tables and put the racks away.  We bag and box the leftovers, put furniture 
away, and sweep the floors.  This fall we are donating the leftovers to Savers on Route 1 
in Norwood and to some other charitable groups.  Savers will donate a portion of their 
proceeds to the Epilepsy Foundation and we will also receive a portion of their 
proceeds. 

Please consider helping us.  We appreciate any time that you can give. Although I’ve 
described what we typically do and when, there are no set hours for helpers.  If there’s 
something you’d like to help out with – let us know! At the end of the sale, we especially 
need drivers to bring the bagged and boxed items to Savers after the sale. 

We need sorters, folders, cashiers, baggers, someone to monitor the jewelry table on 
Friday morning, people to staff the white elephant tables and drivers. We work hard, 
have fun, laugh, wear funny hats and eat well throughout. It’s also a great way to get to 
know more of the people at Emmanuel! 

If you have any questions, please contact Arlene Cegelis or Anne Martin. 
 

Advent Craft Fair 

Christmas will be here before you know it.  Handmade gifts are a way 
of giving from the heart.  Do you craft items and need a place to offer 
them? We love to see those of your with crafting talent at this year’s 
Advent Craft Fair. It’s being held on Sundays November 27th, 
December 4th, 11th, and 18th  in Kask Hall between services.  Please 
note, you may choose to participate any number of these Sundays 
during Advent.  If you are interested in participating this year and 
have any questions please contact Leslie Daskam at (508) 226-1885.  We hop to see 
some new faces and new crafts this year!!  
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Hey, look who’s sprinkling attendees at the opening worship at the ELCA  Churchwide 
Assembly.  It was held back in August, in New Orleans.  It’s our own Bishop James 
Hazelwood.  The New England Synod sent a number of delegates – clergy and 
laypersons to do the business of the church in an even larger setting. 
 
There were a lot of good things done at the Assembly, and you can check them out here: 
https://www.elca.org/ChurchwideAssembly.   
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Ministers of Emmanuel 

The members of our congregation, working and 
witnessing in the world. 

 
Church Staff 

Rev. Amanda Warner, Pastor 
Gabrielle Heath, Minister of Music 
Diane Bragg, Parish Administrator 

Alice Wuschke, Administrative Assistant 
Arlene Cegelis, Church Council President 

Beth Donovan, Treasurer 
Kendra Lassen, Financial Secretary 

Heather Crisafulli, Coordinator of Newcomer & Small 
Group Ministries 

Janice McHugh, Sunday School Coordinator 
Lorraine Lynch, Visitation Ministry Leader 

 
Church Office  

Tuesday-Friday 
9 a.m. -  2 p.m. 
781-762-9457 

 

emmanuel@norwoodlight.com 
www.emmanuelnorwood.org 

 
 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 
         8:45  - Traditional Worship 
     10:00 -  Fellowship and Sunday School 
     11:15 -  Contemporary Worship 
 

 

mailto:emmanuel@norwoodlight.com
http://www.emmanuel-norwood.org/

