
Advent & Christmas at Emmanuel 
24 Berwick St.     Norwood, MA 02062      781-762-9457 

 
Sundays at 8:45 AM - We follow the traditional liturgy of the Church as we 

sing the songs and responses from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) and enjoy advent 
hymns, old and new.  We hear readings from the Hebrew prophets, from Paul and the Gospels. 
A sermon will explain the lessons; leading us through the days of preparation for and the 
celebration of the birth of the Christ Child. Following the prayers of intercession, Holy 
Communion will be shared with all. 

Sundays at 11:15 AM - Worship will include a spoken liturgy and a blend of contemporary, 
folk, multi-cultural and traditional hymns.  Readings from the Bible will serve as the basis for 
the message from the pastor. Following the prayers of intercession, Holy Communion will be 
shared with all. 

Highlights of each Advent service: 

 Blue paraments (cloths) in the church remind us of the sky of night just before dawn, 
inviting us into a time of hopeful waiting and joyful anticipation  

 New church year readings from Year A in the lectionary cycle, with gospel readings 
primarily from the Gospel of Matthew 

 The Lighting of the Advent Wreath gives visual reminder of God’s light entering into the 
darkness of our world  

 Songs reflecting the promise of God to come to the world: Emmanuel, God with us 
 

This year, as we approach Advent, we are going to be offering a new way of experiencing the union 
that we have with Christ and with each other at the communion table.  On the first Sunday in 
Advent we will begin offering a common cup at both of our worship services for those who would 
like to drink from it as a way of experiencing and expressing unity with each other and with the 
saints who have gone before us.  For those who prefer to continue to receive communion 
by intinction, separate intinction chalices (wine and grape juice) will still be 
available, just as they have always been.   

This decision has been made over many months and with much prayer and study.  It is the hope 
of the worship team that offering a common cup will enhance the worship experience of many of 
our members, helping us all to celebrate the ancient symbols of our church, while continuing to 
embrace the future into which God is leading us.   

Sunday, November 27– ADVENT 1 

THEME - The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In 
today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know 
neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will 
gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. 

Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already 
have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the 
promises of God. 

The Lessons:  Isaiah 2:1-5   Psalm 122  
Romans 13:11-14  Matthew 24:36-44  
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Sunday, December 4 – ADVENT 2 

THEME - At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us 
to repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the light 
of Christ’s coming. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who 
welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day 

when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the 
Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom 
of God has come near. 

The Lessons:   Isaiah 11:1-10   Psalm 72:1-7 18-19;  
Romans 15:4-13  Matthew 3:1-12  
 

Sunday, December 11 – ADVENT 3 

THEME– A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom. Jesus points to signs of God’s reign: the blind see, 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear. We wait with patience for the 
coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and 

holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We 
pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us. 

The Lessons: Isaiah 35:1-10  Psalm 146:5-10  
 James 5:7-10  Matthew 11:2-11  
 

Sunday, December 18 – ADVENT 4 

THEME - Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and 
name him Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and 
birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent 

we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on ancient prayers appointed for 
the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday in Advent we prepare to celebrate the 
birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death 

The Lessons: Isaiah 7:10-16   Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19;  
  Romans 1:1-7   Matthew 1:18-25  
 
8:45 AM Service of Word and Sacrament 

This service provides a full Advent worship experience with a sermon rather than the Sunday 
School Pageant. The third candle on the wreath is lighted. 
 

11:15 AM Pageant and Holy Communion  

After the lighting of the Advent wreath, we hear the long-anticipated telling 
of the Christmas story by our Sunday School students. This is a story we 
know well but one that is retold annually in the lives of all Christians. The 
children speak and sing the story.   

Come and experience the Nativity with a child's excitement and joy as we 
hear and see the story of the birth of our Lord unfold before us.   
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Saturday, December 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE 

 On a long winter evening we gather to proclaim the coming of the light. Isaiah 
announces that the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Paul 
reminds us that the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. In the 
familiar account of Christ's birth, the evening sky is bright with the heavenly 
host singing, "Glory to God in the highest." Amid our broken world we proclaim 

that the prince of peace is born among us. God comes to us in human flesh—in Christ's body and 
blood—so that we may be bearers of divine light to all the world. 

Why not invite others to join you as you come to worship? Christmas Eve offers a great 
introductory experience for those seeking a church home. 
 
Both services include 

 Traditional carols  

 Lighting of the Christmas Candle in the center of the Advent Wreath 

 A Christmas Story for Children  

 Special Music by Emmanuel's musicians and vocalists 

 Gospel from Luke 2 

 Homily by Pastor Warner 

 Holy Communion  

 "Silent Night" with congregation candle lighting 
 
5:00 PM Spoken Service of Word and Sacrament 
 
9:00 PM Chanted Service Word and Sacrament  
 
 
Sunday, December 25 – CHRISTMAS DAY  

On this Christmas morning the people of God gather to celebrate the birth of the Word made 
flesh, Christ our Lord. Luke recounts the familiar story of shepherds and angels; John's gospel 
tells of the Word that dwells among us, full of grace and truth. The meaning of Christmas is 
made clear: the light shines in the darkness. It is in the liturgy that we encounter the Word made 
flesh—in the people of God gathered together, and in the holy meal around the table. Then we go 
forth to bear the light of Christ as we proclaim the good news to all the ends of the earth. 

10:00 AM Word and Sacrament  

 Come as you are 

 Holy Communion   

 Gospel from John 1: “The Word became flesh and lived among us” 
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The 12 days of Christmas 
 

Christmas does not end with the arrival of Christmas Day. While the rest of our society takes 
down the decorations and packs them all away for another year, the Church continues 
celebrating the wonder of Jesus’ birth. So, join us in the weeks following the holiday as we keep 
Christmas alive through the full twelve days of Christmas. 
 

Sunday, January 1 –1st SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

THEME - As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today 
confronts us with the death of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of 
Christ does not remove the power of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope 
as we walk with all the “holy innocents” of past generations and today who have 
suffered unjustly. In our gathering around word and meal, God continues to redeem 
us, lift us up, and carry us as in days of old. 
. 

 
Important:  Please note the time change for this service.  Instead of having our regular 2 
services on the Sunday after Christmas, we will join together as one community of faith at 10:00 
AM to celebrate Christmas with Lessons and Carols.   
 
10:00 AM Christmas Lessons and Carols  

 Emmanuel’s Christmas tree remains up and lighted 

 The service includes 7 readings from scripture, each followed by a Christmas hymn.  
There is no sermon, but Holy Communion will be celebrated.   
 

 
Sunday, January 8 – Baptism of Our Lord 

THEME – In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through 
this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will 
bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by 
the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to 
proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 

 

8:45 AM & 11:15 AM SERVICES   

 Gospel from Matthew 

 Blessing of Godparents 

 Message by Pastor Warner 

 Holy Communion 
 

The Lessons:    Isaiah 42:1-9  Psalm 29  
Acts 10:34-43  Matthew 3:13-17  

  


