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  The Envoy November – 2016   
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  

 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night.  I will go, Lord, 
if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart. 

Here I Am, Lord  ELW 574 Refrain 
 
If I remember correctly, we sang the hymn, Here I Am, Lord, four times this summer 
when we were doing our Hymns from the Hat program.  That means that at least four 
times, and possibly more, it was put in the hat as a hymn that our sisters and 
brothers in Christ wanted to sing during worship.  It’s understandable that people 
like the hymn. It has a beautiful melody and inspiring words.  It is an offering of 
ourselves to God to be God’s servants in the world; to bring light and hope to those 
who live in the darkness of sin and despair, to bring healing to those who are 
suffering from physical or emotional pain, and to feed those who are hungering in 
body and soul.   
  

I am well aware that when you sing, I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your 
people in my heart, you fulfill that vocation in many ways in your daily lives.  
Through your jobs, your schools, the community service that you do, and your 
ministry with your families, I know that you, as the people of God, bring hope, 
healing, and food for hungering bodies and souls.   
 

But as I write this on All Saints Day, November 1st, I am also reminded that we, as a 
community of faith, as a congregation, have lost many of Emmanuel’s saints this past 
year.  On Sunday, November 6th, we will hear the names, bells will be rung, and we 
will remember our beloved dead, who are also the beloved of God; mothers, fathers, 
sisters, brothers, husbands, wives, friends, and co-workers in the gospel.   
 

Our beloved saints were our co-workers in the gospel.  They served on ministry 
teams, and worked in the kitchen during church dinners and events.  They gave their 
offerings faithfully and came to worship faithfully to sing and grow and pray.  They 
taught Sunday School and Adult Education.  They visited the sick and attended small 
groups.  They helped to maintain our building and property.  They served in so many 
ways, to make this congregation what it is today.  They are missed for many reasons, 
as our family members and friends, but their faithful service to our congregation is 
missed as well.   
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The saints of God who have gone before us, are still with us in the ministry that we do 
together.  They watch over and pray for the work of the church, from their places 
around the throne of God.  But in order for the ministry of the congregation for which 
they labored so faithfully to continue to grow and to thrive and to find new ways to 
share the gospel, they need us to rise up.  They need us, the church needs us, to 
answer the call.  Here I am, Lord, is it I Lord?  The answer to the question is yes.  It is 
you.  It is me.  God is calling all of us to use our gifts in ministries in our daily life, but 
also for ministries in our church.    
 

Our congregation needs ministers and leaders, to build on the foundation well-
prepared for us by the saints who have gone before us.  In this edition of the Envoy 
you will find many ways of getting involved in the ministries at Emmanuel.  
Ministries beginning or being revitalized, ministries that need all of our efforts to 
continue to grow and serve, and new opportunities to be strengthened in our 
Christian lives through worship, fellowship, and education.  Hear God’s call: Whom 
shall I send and as you are able find ways to respond.  I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  
Certainly God will lead us as God has always led the saints of God.   
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Amanda  

 
 

We Remember in Prayer 

Bill Kivi Helen Hultman Kendra Lassen Hans & Ursula Dimpel 
Billie Thomas Patty Holbrook Kirk Narick Bob & Dianne Kohm 
Stephen Flynn Lillian Bruin Karen LeSieur Ruth Sundberg 
Francine Cronin Chrissy DeMarzio Paul Boyd  
    
 

Remembering Our Shut-ins 

Ingrid Bamber, Lillian Gustafson, and Joan Fogarty  
 

Those in the Armed Forces 

Sean Howland, Steve Axelrod, and Christopher Rando 
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Thank You Notes 

Dear Pastor Warner and Staff, 

So many thank inviting us to your recent fall gather at the church. Too bad it rained for 
such a fun packed day of events, but on the flip side, what a great way to spend a rainy day.   

It was so nice to meet some neighbors we only get to salute on passing and also such 
welcoming members of your congregation. 

We had a really nice time, especially listening to the different music artists on stage—so 
talented!   

What a great team to put all this together, a lot of work planning and organizing—great 
job. 

Again, thank you for thinking of us. 
Your neighbors, Mary and John Hurley 

Dear Heather, 

On behalf of the Norwood Ecumenical Community Food Pantry, thank you very much for 
including the Pantry in your Fall Festival, at Emmanuel Lutheran Church.  We thank you 
for thinking of us and for the food you donated. 

Sincerely,  

Eileen Hickey, Corr. Secy.  

 

Dear Women of Emmanuel, 

Thank you very much for the campership to Camp Calumet.  We really had a blast and 
made some awesome new friends and memories.  Not only was it a fun camp 
experience, it was a fun spiritual experience as well.  Your campership money allowed 
us to grow in friendship and faith, and it was an experience we will never forget.  It was 
a wonderful gift for you to give us, and we are very grateful.  Thank you so much for the 
gift that helped us make memories to last a lifetime. 

Sincerely, Katerina and Caroline Gebhardt 
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To All Who Contributed to our Block Party… 

We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge a number of businesses in and 
around Norwood who contributed money, items or time and talent to our first ever 
neighborhood Block Party back on October 1st. 
  

All Seasons Rental  Star Market Stop & Shop 
The Big Y Roche Brothers The Real School of Music 
Chris & John Boehmer Oriental Rug DJ Crazy Harry Productions 
Michael the Magician, of Woodstuff Furniture 

 
And of course, to all those members of Emmanuel, who came and hosted the party – a 
big thank you goes out to you as well.  The weather may have been less that we’d hoped 
for, however, new connections among our neighbors and each other were made, and 
that’s a very good thing.  Those who came had some food and fun and enjoyed our 
hospitality. Thanks to all who made it happen. 
 

Introduction to the School of Lay Ministry 

As you may know I, along with the help and guidance of Pastor Amanda and the 
encouragement of Bryon and Stephanie, decided to enroll in The New England School of 
Lay Ministry this year.  Since my enrollment I’ve been asked a lot of questions about the 
school and the program and I wanted to share some of my experiences with you.  For 
those who don’t know, the School of Lay Ministry is a two year program which allows 
one to grow in their faith for personal spiritual development, biblical enrichment, and 
lifelong learning, there are two retreats each year and then we are broken up into 
regional study groups where we follow the curriculum.  My studies commenced in mid-
September with a weekend retreat at Calumet and as I pulled into the parking lot that 
Friday evening I was anxious, excited, and nervous and really wasn’t sure what to 
expect.  I made my way to the lakeside dining hall where we were meeting and I was 
warmly greeted by other members of the school and we quickly began to settle in and 
got to know each other.  That initial experience was similar to many "meet and greet" 
events that I've attended but there was one unique difference -- we were all connected 
by our faith and I was truly surprised in how quickly the atmosphere changed from one 
of fear and nervousness to one of total acceptance and a feeling of family and love.   
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After Evening Prayer we settled in and the first 
session began with a challenge to look at the 
following image and tell what we thought it was. 
  
We had many ideas: a snake, a chalice, and 
several other theories came out before we were 
then told that it was that of a chair (The Rococo 
Chair, Henri Matisse, 1946).  We looked at the 
painting closer and, the reality of the chair came 
through and we could see its form.  We were 
told that part of the reason it didn't look like a 
chair was because the artist did not limit 
themselves to the canvas and, instead, let the full 
form of the chair "explode" beyond the canvas.  
  
We talked about this image several times over 
the course of the weekend and we learned how 
easy it is to see what we want to, how easy it is 
to limit ourselves to the four sides of a canvas, 

and how easy it is to let our imaginations get the better of us and to misperceive what 
we see.  
 
The Bible, we were told, is a lot like this painting and that it goes beyond what we see 
and in order to understand and apply meaning to what we read we also need to 
understand the historical context, the author, and the literary features.  We talked more 
about this theme over the weekend and we began to explore and understand these 
points of Biblical interpretation at a broad level.  Over the remainder of the year we will 
delve more into the Bible and our study group sessions will focus on the Old and New 
Testament as well as how Lutherans interpret the Bible.   
  
The retreat ended after worship on Sunday and as I drove home I reflected on the 
weekend and my thoughts kept pulling me back to that picture and how much it 
symbolized over the course of the weekend.  I thought about how our own constraints 
and boundaries can tie us down and prevent us from seeing the big picture; I thought 
how the Holy Spirt works to help us go beyond our own perceived limits. I thought 
about how God was at work at the retreat by strengthening us, connecting us, fulfilling 
us, and changing us.  I thought about how all of this was helping me grow beyond the 
perceived limits of my own canvas.  I thought how truly blessed I am, and indeed we all 
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are, to have God provide us with so much grace and such an amazing family of brothers 
and sisters in Christ.  I look forward to sharing more with you about the School of Lay 
Ministry over the course of the year.   
 
Love and blessings in Christ,  
Rebecca Sol  
 
 

Book Group News 

The next meeting of the book group will be on Friday, evening November 
18th. We’ll be discussing My Brilliant Friend by Elena Ferrante.  “A 
modern masterpiece from one of Italy’s most acclaimed authors, My 
Brilliant Friend is a rich, intense, and generous-hearted story about two 
friends, Elena and Lila.” 
 

Celebration and Recognition 

The Rev. Louis Bier was recently presented the G. William Dando 
Volunteer Service Award by the Military Chaplain Association.   
Following is the article in most recent edition  MILITARY CHAPLAIN 
magazine. 

Chaplain Louis Bier, LtCol, CAP, and contract chaplain at a VA 
Medical Center joined MCA (Military Chaplain’s Association) in 1973 

and became a Life Member in 1975. He is endorsed by the Lutheran 
Church, Missouri Synod and lives in Walpole, MA.  As a member of the 

Civil Air Patrol Louis served as the Massachusetts Wing and Northeast Region Chaplain 
for over 40 years.  As a Boy Scout he earned the rank of Eagle and has received the 50-
year pin for his Silver Eagle Award. Louis has been a delegate to the Massachusetts State 
Convention of the National Association of Retired Federal Employees and served on the 
Finance Committee of the Association of Professional Chaplains. 

Congratulations, Pastor Bier.  We celebrate with you, Helene and Richard, on receiving 
this prestigious award, and thank you for your service to our country’s servicemen and 
women. 
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Small Group Corner 

                                           
                        “Give thanks with a grateful heart”                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                        
Our “Small Groups” are awesome and we at Emmanuel are an 
amazing church family.  Thanks be to God! 

We can’t keep this secret to ourselves.  We need to spread the “good 
news” and invite others to share it with us. 

 
During the planning of the Fall Festival/Block Party I was sure we’d need someone to 
ask for donations to help us keep within our budget.  Asking for donations is totally out 
of my comfort zone. But, while I was ordering some supplies, all of a sudden out of 
nowhere, I found myself asking a merchant if he could help us out with a donation. To 
my complete surprise he said yes, and gave us a huge discount on the supplies.  I laughed 
to myself as I thanked God for that burst of courage I know didn’t come from me.   
 

So, I am asking you, during the month of November, to invite at least two people to 
attend a small group meeting and/or come to worship with you.  If you know this is not in 
your comfort zone, ask God to lead you to the right person and give you a burst of courage 
to extend an invitation.  You might be as surprised as I was… when the answer is YES!  
 

Some late breaking news within our Small Groups… 
 

“Becoming Myself—Embracing God’s Dream of You” written by Stasi Eldredge is the new 
book being read and studied by the Jezebels.  Each chapter discusses a separate subject 
so if you miss a month it’s ok!  Join the group on the 2nd Friday of each month.   Contact 
Val Dutcher at doug_val@comcast.net 
  
A “changing of the guard” has occurred at the Men’s Breakfast Club—Viktor Benson is 
now the contact person.  You can reach him at viktorbenson@aol.com.  The men’s 
breakfast meets the 3rd Saturday of the month at Bristol Square Café on Rte. 1A in 
Walpole. 
 

Some of you might not know that Don’t Drop a Stitch group changed its name to Knotty 
Knitters.  If you knit or crochet and are interested in a “tight knit group” (pun 
intended!) contact Helene Bier at hbier@verizon.net. 
 

mailto:doug_val@comcast.net
mailto:viktorbenson@aol.com
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Don’t forget the opportunity to be part of our new monthly dining group forming now.  
The group will meet here at Emmanuel to prepare and enjoy a meal together and the 
best part is not having to clean your house before and after the gathering.  Another new 
group is also forming.  This group will bring the story of Emmanuel’s history up to date 
and then meet periodically to keep it current for future generations.  Sign up at the small 
group table in the hallway across from the office. 
 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving,   
Heather 
 
 
 

Welcome Witness  

Come and see “Luther” – the movie! 

With Lutherans around the world and in our own ELCA, 
Emmanuel will be holding several events and activities to 
celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, all 
leading up to a big celebration of Reformation Sunday on October 29, 2017.   

Our first event will be a showing of the movie, Luther, which gives a compelling 
overview of the events in Martin Luther’s life before and after the posting of the 95 
theses.  Luther is rated PG13 and is appropriate viewing for teenagers and adults.  There 
are images of violence and complex themes that make it inappropriate for young 
children.   

The movie will be shown on Sunday, November 20th, at 12:30 p.m. in the Founder’s 
Room.  (The movie is two hours long, so our get together will probably last from 12:30-
4:30 to make time for lunch, the movie, and discussion.)  We will begin our get together 
with a potluck cold lunch.  Those attending are asked to bring sandwiches, chips, or 
finger desserts to share.  There will be a craft activity for young children who are not 
watching the movie available Kask Hall.   
Please sign up on the table outside of the Pastor Amanda’s office if you plan to attend.   
(There will be another showing of Luther on a Saturday evening in early 2017.)   
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Welcome Witness  

The Welcome Witness Ministry Team is getting a fresh start! 
 Meets 6 times per year      
 Helps design and care for the public relations aspect of our life 

and ministry   
 Provide informational welcome packets for our newcomers      
 Participate in orientation sessions that help to prepare newcomers 

for official membership  
 Outreach program in our communities     
 Contact members who are absent from worship    
 Work closely with the Coordinator of Newcomer and Small Group Ministries    

 

We are seeking a few committed individuals to be involved in this important ministry at 
Emmanuel.  If you feel your talents would be a good fit for this ministry team please 
contact Pastor Amanda. 
 

Fireside Coffeehouse  

Sunday November 27, at 2pm, The Fireside Coffeehouse will hold a 
musical open mike for musical performers. Featured performers this 
month are Steve Gretz and Leslie Lee. The Fireside Coffeehouse takes 
place in Kask Hall, and refreshments are provided. Come and listen, or 
come and play! If you are a musical soloist, duo, or trio and would like to 
perform as part of the November afternoon lineup, email 

firesidecoffeehouse@gmail.com.  
 

Advent Craft Fair 

Christmas will be here before you know it.  Handmade gifts are a way 
of giving from the heart.  Do you craft items and need a place to offer 
them? We love to see those of your with crafting talent at this year’s 
Advent Craft Fair. It’s being held on Sundays November 27th, 
December 4th, 11th, and 18th  in Kask Hall between services.  Please 
note, you may choose to participate any number of these Sundays 
during Advent.  If you are interested in participating this year and 
have any questions please contact Leslie Daskam at (508) 226-1885.  We hope to see 
some new faces and new crafts this year!!  

mailto:firesidecoffeehouse@gmail.com
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Another Advent Opportunity 

Save The Date—Saturday, December 10, 3 pm 
Faith: A Mother’s Story, An Advent Play  
Location: Grace Episcopal Church 

Co-sponsored by Grace Episcopal Church, Emmanuel Lutheran Church,  
and Saint Timothy’s Catholic Church 

Performed by Olivia Woodford traveling from North Carolina 

Scripture comes to life in this beautiful script and performance that 
portrays the fulfillment of God’s promise and the birth of the Messiah.  

The events surrounding the birth of Jesus are depicted through the eyes of the women 
who were around Mary as they witness the First Christmas.  

The great mystery of His coming unfolds amidst the daily tasks and culture of Israel two 
thousand years ago. 

You will feel as if you are right there with Elizabeth as she 
realizes she is pregnant with John the Baptist, the depth of 
her devotion to her husband Zachariah, and how she 
welcomes Mary for her three-month visit.  When Mary 
returns to her village, experience the courage and strength of 
Mary’s mother, Anne, as she responds to the village’s 
confusion surrounding the pregnancy.  

Leah, a daughter of the House of David, travels to Bethlehem and 
is inside the inn when Mary and Joseph knock at the door; a 
Shepherdess in Bethlehem bears witness to the host of angels and the miracle of what 
lays in the manger; and finally Anna, the Seeress in the temple declares the identity of 
the baby when He comes for baptism.  

As Jesus’ light comes into a world of darkness, this inspiring and joyous presentation 
illuminates the doubts and triumph of each of the women as her hope and faith is 
renewed in God, herself, and life.  
 
Admission is Free and Open to the Public,One Bag of Canned Groceries is Requested From Each 
Family as a Free-will Donation to the Ecumenical Food Pantry. 

 
 

For more info on this production, see:    http://www.biblewomenspeak.com/home.html 
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JANUARY CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
 Sunday, January 29th, 2017 

9 :45 am in Kask Hal l  
Mark your calendars and plan to attend .  

Addit ional parking is available within walking distance of Emmanuel  
at the Winslow Medical off ice build ing on Chapel Street .  

 

Look Ahead to Next Spring – Women’s Retreat 

Dear Friends, 
 

Although I'm writing right now to remind all the women of Emmanuel about next year's 
"Spring Retreat," I'd like to say a little "hello" to all of my old friends.  My new schedule 
that has me working every Sunday, so I'm not able to worship with you but please know 
that you are always in my thoughts and prayers. 
 

I recently spoke with Gayle Kerr, the trained Spiritual Director that has led many of our 
spring retreats. She will again, be our leader and she shared with me that we will focus 
on a little book written by New York Times bestselling author, Anne Lamont.  It offers 
three simple prayers essential to getting through tough times, every-day struggles and 
the hard work of ordinary life. Lamont's book Help, Thanks, Wow – The Three Essential Prayers 
directly addresses the need for faith in these bizarre and often disheartening times. 
 

So mark your calendar now, and plan to join us on April 22nd & April 23rd as we 
explore how these three forms of prayers can help us make our way in this broken yet 
beautiful world of ours.  
 

You may be thinking it's rather early to commit to something happening next spring; 
however the new owners are looking reservations and deposits much earlier. Watch for 
a SIGN-UP SHEETon the bulletin board and as soon as you can, please write a check 
to EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH for $50.00 with "Spring Retreat" in the memo 
line and place it in the large manila envelope outside of the Sacristy. I hope you will be 
able to join us! 
 
 Yours in Christ,  Lynne Krock  



~ 12 ~ 
 

    
Ministers of Emmanuel 

The members of our congregation, working and 
witnessing in the world. 

 
Church Staff 

Rev. Amanda Warner, Pastor 
Gabrielle Heath, Minister of Music 
Diane Bragg, Parish Administrator 

Alice Wuschke, Administrative Assistant 
Bryon Sol, Church Council President 

Beth Donovan, Treasurer 
Kendra Lassen, Financial Secretary 

Heather Crisafulli, Coordinator of Newcomer & Small 
Group Ministries 

Janice McHugh, Sunday School Coordinator 
Lorraine Lynch, Visitation Ministry Leader 

 
Church Office  

Tuesday-Friday 
9 a.m. -  2 p.m. 
781-762-9457 

 

emmanuel@norwoodlight.com 
www.emmanuelnorwood.org 

 
 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 
         8:45  - Traditional Worship 
     10:00 -  Fellowship and Sunday School 
     11:15 -  Contemporary Worship 
 

 

mailto:emmanuel@norwoodlight.com
http://www.emmanuel-norwood.org/

