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“Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace!  Hail the Sun of righteousness!   
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings.”  
Hark, the Herald Angels Sing ELW 270  - Verse 3  
 
When I was in high school, my friend Tammy and I ran a theater company 
called Extremely Off-Broadway Productions.  We self-produced musicals that 
we and our friends wrote, directed, and starred in. Our productions were 

the definition of no budget theater, but we had a wonderful time and we took them very seriously. One 
year, Tammy and I had the idea that in order to raise some money for theater company we would rent 
ourselves out as Christmas carolers for church fairs and other Christmas events.  We got matching 
Christmas sweatshirts, gave ourselves the grandiose name, The Christmas Tree Madrigal Singers, and 
memorized Christmas carols.  Lots of Christmas carols.  And we memorized all of the verses.  We only ever 
had one gig, at Tammy’s church’s Snowflake Fair, and we didn’t get paid for it, but we had a good time and 
hopefully added to people’s Christmas cheer.  The other benefit of the experience was that the Christmas 
carols that I memorized for that ineffective money-making scheme have stuck with me all these years.  
 
Most people know the first verses of most Christmas carols, but if you look beyond the first verse in some 
Christmas carols, you’ll find that, after the events of the first Christmas are celebrated in song, the carol 
moves on to talk about the world altering significance of the Christmas events.  Even in our beloved 
Christmas songs, Christmas is not trapped in Bethlehem.  The wonder of Emmanuel, God with us, gets loose 
in the world and changes things.   
 
Beginning the second Sunday of January (January 14), we will be resuming the practice of offering 
anointing and prayers for healing at some of our worship services.  What does healing have to do with 
Christmas, the focus of so much of our lives right now?  Well, if you look at the words of the third verse of 
Hark, the Herald Angels Sing, it says that the heaven-born Prince of peace, will rise with healing in his wings.  
Of course, we don’t usually picture Jesus with wings, but, we certainly picture Jesus as rising from the dead, 
and rising, like the sun, to bring healing to the world, in his second coming.  This Christmas, when we know 
that there is so much in our world and in our lives that needs healing, it is comforting to know that the baby 
born in Bethlehem brings a promise of healing.  He brings healing in the defeat of death that comes with his 
resurrection.  He brings healing in the promise of the healing of the brokenness of the whole cosmos that 
comes in his prayed for second coming.  He also brings healing in his presence with us, as the God who is 
Emmanuel, with us every step of the way on the journey of our lives, bringing comfort and strength.   
 
I will need help with the anointing and prayers that will be offered at our healing services, because healing 
is the ministry of the whole church, not just of its pastor.  If you would like to be one of the people offering 
prayers and anointing during our worship services to those in need of healing please e-mail me or sign up 
on the table outside of my office.   
 
This Christmas and in the days to come, we celebrate so many ways that Jesus, our Emmanuel, comes to us, 
but especially we celebrate that he brings healing, to us and to the world, even as we join in the Christmas 
song of the angels, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
 
Merry Christmas! 
Pastor Amanda  
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Prayer Concerns List 

Daniel Carow Jack Gradijan 

Rhoda Moyo Betty Dickson 
Helen Hultman Hans & Ursula Dimpel 
Robert Flynn Kirk Schroeder 
Harriet Merl Chelsea & Isabella 
Nick Sara Lee Udden 
Jan Bob Carlson 
Thomson Family Aidan Siera 
Paula & Ken Hilston Chuck Chaney 

  

Remembering Our Shut-ins 

Ingrid Bamber and Richard Spencer  
 

Those in the Armed Forces 

Christopher Rando 
 

Thank You Notes 

Thank you to our friends at Emmanuel 
for all the prayers, cards, phone calls, visits, and 
delivery of meals during our recent time of 
recuperation.  Don is now in cardiac rehab and 
doing very well.  I have completed my physical 
therapy and am doing very well. 

Once again, thanks, 
Don and Linnea Keyes 
 
Dear Emmanuel, 

Thank you so much for my care package, it really 
means a lot that you guys are thinking about 
me.  Finals week is never easy, but when I 
received my package it made my day!  Hope 
everyone is doing well back at Emmanuel, and I 
will be seeing you soon.   

Best, Bethany Nikolassy 

Dear Emmanuel, 

Thank you so very much for the lovely 
Thanksgiving basket. I just love the cards sent 
from the Sunday School children. It’s like a visit 
from my church.  Thanks again. 

Helen Hultman 

Kitchen Thanks!   

I would like to thank Ann Frerichs, Phyllis Kivi, 
Britton Warner, Fridel Byrnes, Cindy Zafft and 
Wayne Zafft who came out on November 18 and 
worked very hard to clean the church kitchen.  
Ann and Britton crawled into the worst cabinets 
to scrub out years of accumulated nasty stuff.  
We all worked for several hours and found all 
kinds of ancient, useless, disintegrating 
“treasures”.  The kitchen is in better shape, 
cleaner and more organized.  We weren’t able to 
finish our entire list, but there’s always next 
time.  Thanks so much for tackling this dirty job 
with me. 

Arlene Cegelis 
 

Rummage Sale Thank You 

I would like to offer many thanks to all the 
people who helped with the rummage sale.  The 
proceeds will go to camperships and other items 
not covered by the church budget.   

The benefits of the sale extend far beyond the 
funds we take in.  There is the service to the 
community, allowing those with tight budgets to 
find clothing and household goods, which they 
otherwise couldn't afford.  Even our leftovers, 
which mostly go to Savers, serve the purpose of 
helping the less fortunate purchase items at a 
low price.  All the books, DVDs and CDs go to a 
wonderful charity, More Than Words. 

Thanks to Ann Martin, Homer Everhard, Linda 
Stipkovich, Ruth Rinker, Evie Sundquist, Joan 
Carlson, Sally Alborghetti, Greta Carlson, Julie 
Ackley, Pastor Amanda, Peg Flood, Martha 
Everhard, Helen Rezendes, Ann Marie Blomquist, 
Ruth Sundberg, Kendra Lassen, Leslie Daskam, 
Martha Russell, Phyllis Kivi, Karen Swan, Martha 
Burk, Vik Benson, Michele Dodds, Ann Frerichs, 
Susan and Michael Lawson, Cindy and Wayne 
Zafft, Joanne Balduf and Britton Warner. Thanks 
to our wonderful office staff, Diane Bragg and 
Alice Wuschke, who published announcements 
and made signage. More thanks to Helene Bier 
for handling publicity. 

These people moved tables, set signs in place, 
sorted through mountains of boxes and bags, 
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arranged, rearranged, folded and refolded, 
checked people out, cooked our meals and 
snacks, made our coffee, arranged our huge 
white elephant tables, carted items to cars for 
our customers, chatted with customers, bagged 
and boxed unsold items, brought the leftovers to 
Savers, swept the floors, put the tables, and signs 
away and so on and so on. Even though everyone 
worked very hard, there was genuine fellowship 
and good time had by all.  

Thanks for cleaning out your houses and all the 
contributions.  (The next rummage sale is April 
25-28.)  We are so fortunate to be able to do this. 

Thanks and blessings to all of you, 
Arlene Cegelis 

Women's 2018 Spring Retreat 

Just a little reminder to all of Emmanuel's 
women and their friends that next spring will 

mark the 10th anniversary of 
our Spring Retreats. To 
celebrate and to do something a 
little different and hopefully 
more cost effective, we will be 

staying at two houses in Eastham and using the 
nearby Chapel in the Pines for our work with 
Gayle Kerr, our trained Spiritual Director, on 
Saturday.  

This is going to be a very special retreat so mark 
your calendars now so that you save May 4th, 
5th, and 6th to be with us.  

I'm also asking that you please make a 
commitment to being part of this very special 
retreat by writing a check out now for $50 to 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church (please put Spring 
Retreat 2018 in the memo line) to hold your 
place. Then hand it to Lorraine Lynch at church 
or mail it to her at 19 Winthrop Street - 
Walpole, MA  - 02081.  

Watch for a sign-up list to go up on one of the 
bulletin boards soon. We hope that you will be 
able to join us on this very special retreat! 

Yours in Christ,  Lynne Krock 

 

Game Night Fun – For ALL Ages 

All are welcome  

January 27, 2018  
6 pm to 9 pm  
Kask Hall  

Bring your favorite game and snack or dessert to 
share so much!!  We’ll be having a sign-up sheet 
out soon to help with our planning. 

Nancy Gorton, Fellowship 

 

 

January Congregational 
Meeting – January 28th at 
9:45 am in Kask Hall – 
please plan to attend. 

 

 

Snow Cancellation Policy 

I can always get to church, but 
there are times when it is not 
safe or community minded for 
other people to venture out to 
come to worship.   

The reality is that the church of Jesus Christ can 
never be closed.  As long as the people of God 
engage in prayer for their neighbors, especially 
those who are put at risk because of dangerous 
weather, the work and worship of the church 
goes forward.  But, there are times when 
worship services can and should be cancelled. 

This might not come up this coming winter (we 
can only hope), but if it looks like a storm is 
coming that will bring significant snow or other 
seriously dangerous weather to our area, then 
worship at Emmanuel will be cancelled.   

I will let people know about a cancellation, by 
changing the phone message at church, sending 
out a mass e-mail, putting it on Facebook, and 
putting it on local TV stations.  If you hear the 
words, “Blizzard expected Saturday into Sunday 
morning” next winter, chances are good that 
worship at Emmanuel will be cancelled!   

 Pastor Amanda 
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Help Needed 

 Saturday, January 13th at 10 am to take 
down the Christmas tree and 
decorations in the sanctuary.  We 
especially need a couple of tall people 
able to climb a ladder to remove the 
top of our beautiful tree.   

 

Digital Ministry Corner 

Did you know that when you shop 
at Amazon and use the link on our 
website that Emmanuel receives a 
percentage of whatever you buy at 
no cost to you?  

Did you know that this December 100% of the 
funds we receive from Amazon will be donated 
to Acentria Care Alliance where the funds will be 
used to support families in need in New 
England? Simply go to the following link and 
shop as normal through Amazon: 
http://www.shop.emmanuelnorwood.org/ 

Altar Flowers For 2018 

The 2018 Altar Flower Chart is now posted in 
the Narthex.  To sponsor a Sunday, please sign 
your name and phone number. Our Flower 
Coordinator, Helen Bonaceto, will contact your 
regarding the dedication and payment. We 
appreciate all those who help to adorn the 
sanctuary on Sundays with fresh flowers. 
 

Offering Envelopes 

2018 Offering Envelopes are ready for pickup. 
You can find them in the hallway outside and 
across from the pastor’s office.   

Reminder - In order to count financial gifts and 
pledges towards 2017 for both purposes of 
fulfilling pledges and receiving recognition from 
Emmanuel for tax purposes, all gifts, pledges and 
monies must be received in the church office by 
Sunday December 31, 2017 in order to be 
counted for 2017. Thank you for your continued 
financial support of Emmanuel! 

Godparenting Sunday 

On Sunday, January 7th, when we will 
remember the Baptism of Our Lord in worship, 
we will also be celebrating the ministry of 
Godparenting at both services.  If you have a 
Godparent or Godchild and they live nearby, you 
are encouraged to invite them to worship with 
you.  If your Godparents or Godchild live far 
away, there will be cards available that you can 
send to them to them to let you know that you 
are thinking about them.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Services at 
Emmanuel 

 

Christmas Eve – Dec. 24 
5 p.m.  Word and Sacrament  

with focus on children & families 
 

9:00 p.m.  Traditional Word 
and Sacrament,  

candlelight service 
 

Christmas Day – Dec.25 
10 a.m.  Family Worship 

 

Christmas 1– Jan. 1st 
10 a.m.  Service of Lessons & 

Carols 

 

 

 

http://www.shop.emmanuelnorwood.org/

