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But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.  
1 Thessalonians 4:13 

Some of you know that on May 30th, my family’s very dear friend, Kathy 
Koboski, died unexpectedly of a heart attack during her sleep.  On June 6th, I 
led the memorial service for her.  Kathy was a part of my life for my whole 
life.  She and my mother shared a room in the hospital after Kathy gave birth 

to her son, Stephen, and my mom gave birth to me.  Kathy was a part of every significant event of my life, 
birthdays, holidays, plays, concerts, graduations, wedding, ordination, baptisms, etc. and she was there for 
just the good times between friends too.  Kathy was a part of our family of the heart and losing her was a 
big shock.  She had just been here at Emmanuel for Abigail’s Confirmation the Sunday before she died and 
we are so grateful to have had that time with her.  There was no question that Britton would take time off 
of work and we would take the kids out of school so that we could attend Kathy’s memorial service as a 
family.  My sister and her family drove up from Washington D.C. so that they could be there and, of course, 
my parents were there, to say goodbye to this lifelong friend.   

The memorial service was held at a funeral home in Newington, Connecticut.  After the service I was 
holding John’s hand as we walked out of the funeral home.  We were just a few steps away from the 
building when he stopped suddenly.  “Oh yeah,” he said. “I never saw Kathy’s body.”  So, we turned around 
and went back into the funeral home.  As we were going into the room where Kathy’s calling hours and 
memorial service had been held, I explained to John that Kathy had been cremated and what cremation 
was.  I explained to him that he wouldn’t be seeing a body, he would be seeing an urn. The urn had a 
kneeler in front of it, and it was surrounded by flowers, with a picture of Kathy next to it. We knelt in front 
of it, and I told John that sometimes people liked to say a prayer while they knelt in front of an urn or 
casket or say something out loud (though quietly) or in their heads to or about the person that had died, 
or think of a special memory about that person, and commend that person to God.  We spent some time 
kneeling quietly in front of Kathy’s urn, and then we left again to meet the rest of our family who had been 
waiting for us at the van.   

I can’t tell you how important I think it is that children are exposed to the rituals and customs that 
surround death in our culture.  When someone that they know dies, whether it is a family member or a 
dear friend, it is important for children have an opportunity to grieve, to say goodbye, to see other 
people’s sorrow, and to observe how the adults in their lives deal with sorrow, by sharing memories, 
looking at pictures, telling stories, laughing, crying, singing, and praying.  It is important that children 
have an opportunity to ask questions about death and dying, whether those questions are spiritual 
questions or logistical questions and that they are given honest answers.   

When children are being raised as Christians and participate in the life of a Christian community by 
attending worship and Sunday School regularly, following the church year, at home and with their church 
community, and being nurtured in faith and prayer by the adults in their lives, they are well prepared to 
deal the questions and emotions that come along with a death.  At the center of the story that gathers us 
together as Christians, is the truth that death is real, but also the hope of eternal life, the hope and 
promise that the grave is not the end or final answer.  As Christians, we grieve, but we do not grieve as 
those who have no hope.  That is a tremendous gift that we can give not only our children, but each other, 
when times of sorrow and loss come into our lives.   

Living and Grieving in Hope,  

Pastor Amanda 
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Prayer Concerns List 

Daniel Carow Chelsea & Isabella 
Jack Gradijan Hans & Ursula Dimpel  
Lorraine Lee Helen Hultman 
Bob Hahlen Jan 
Sierra Bobby Reeves Aidan 
Tom Ellard Paula & Ken Hilston 
Warren Spencer Susan Tomasello 
Tony Nikolassy Logan McGarry 
Lennon Family Paul Dullea 
Kevin Donovan Bernie Byrnes 
Heather Crisafulli Betty Dickson 
Rebecca Henrickson Juno Higgins-Blazes 
Nick Grace 

Remembering  

Our Homebound members 

Ingrid Bamber and Richard Spencer  

 

Those in the Armed Forces 

Christopher Rando 

 

June Congregational 

Meeting - June 24th  

 
 
The meeting will start at 10:30 am, after 
worship in Kask Hall.  Additional parking 
available at the Winslow Office Building (within 
walking distance of our church).  Grab a coffee 
and a seat – and see what’s going on at 
Emmanuel.  
 

Confirmation Sunday 

The Rite of Confirmation was celebrated on Holy 
Trinity Sunday, May 27th. The following members 
of our confirmation class affirmed their baptism 
and take on their adult role in Church:  

Christina Christianson + Grace Lassen + Daniel 
Sorenson + Abigail Warner  

 

 

 

Thank You Notes  

Dear Emmanuel Church, 

Thank you so much for the care 
package!  It came at the perfect time during 
finals.  It is so nice of you to think of me.  Thanks 
so much again! 

Kelsey Sweeney 

Dear Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 

I would like to thank all those that worked on 
The Over 80’s Luncheon a couple Sunday’s ago. 
To the adorable center pieces, to the servers who 
made sure we got enough to eat, to the beautiful 
entertainment and good fellowship and not to 
forget Pastor Amanda who always brings a smile 
to our faces.  It was lovely. We were even 
encouraged to take home a little “doggie bag” if 
we so desired. 

Thank you, 
Greta Carlson 
 

Sexton Search Update 

At the January Congregational Meeting held on 
January 28, 2018, the congregation approved a 
motion to hire a sexton to replace the current 
cleaning company.  A church sexton would have 
more hours and would be expected to do various 
maintenance projects in the church and around 
the property in addition to cleaning.  The Church 
Council recruited a Sexton Search Team which 
consists of Tom Hunt, Tony Nikolassy, Joy Peter, 
Helen Rezendes and Jeff Wiedenaar. The Team 
has met numerous times researching, writing a 
detailed job description, consulting with a long-
time sexton from another church, liaising with 
the Council and recruiting possible candidates.  
Hopefully, the Team will have a recommendation 
for the Council soon.  Please pray with us for a 
successful search and resolution. 
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Worship in the Park 

Sunday, AUGUST 26th @ 
9:30am 

Then, fun and games and a 
barbecue lunch. 

Bring your own lawn chairs and your favorite 
salad to feed 8 to 10.  
Hope you can join us! 

 

What is the Capital Improvement Fund? 

This fund was established to encourage Christian 
giving, beyond regular pledged giving, for capital 
needs which address the physical assets of 
Emmanuel Church and parsonage properties.  
Next to the congregation and staff of Emmanuel, 
our property is one of our most important 
assets!  Having a space that well maintained and 
vibrant, not only enhances our worship and 
fellowship activities, but it makes our church an 
attractive option for potential new members 
looking for a spiritual home.  It also makes our 
space more enticing for other community groups 
to use - enhancing Emmanuel’s visibility in the 
community, as well as, bringing in rental income 
to the church. 

Capital needs are not the routine maintenance 
that takes place on a regular basis around the 
property - but the larger needs - the refurbishing 
of the Sunday School area, or new roofing, 
flooring, windows, the steeple and other large 
projects.  There are several large projects 
pending - reroofing Kask Hall, then refurbishing 
Kask Hall and the bathrooms on the main floor; 
adding a second bathroom to the parsonage and 
more.   It’s important to maintain a healthy 
Capital Fund, so that we do not have to 
constantly appeal to the congregation with 
special fundraising efforts for every project that 
comes along. The current church was built in 
1938, Kask Hall was built in 1955, so there are 
periodic capital projects that we need to 
undertake to ensure that generations to come 
will be able to worship here! 

We hope that you will consider giving, as you are 
able, to the Capital Improvement Fund - now, or 
at any point in the year!  
 

Summer Reading  

The Book group will NOT meet in 
July or August, but will enjoy two 
books over the summer – "Brooklyn" by Colm 
Toibin and "One Amazing Thing" by Chitra 
Divakaruni.   

Discussion on these books will kick off a new 
season on September 15th, at 7:30 in the 
Founders’ Room.  If you enjoy reading and would 
like to join the group, please do.  

Helen Rezendes is the new group leader, and is 
accepting book suggestions for the group to 
decide on in the fall.  You can contact her at: 
Hlrwwd@aol.com. 
 

Emmanuel Women’s Spring Retreat 

Wrap Up 

Despite all the stops and starts, twists and turns, 
bumps and dips along the “planning” road, our 
10th annual Spring Retreat happened on May 
4th, 5th, and 6th and left us all the better for it. 
The longtime hope of being able to extend our 
retreat time on the Cape and yet keep things 
affordable for all was made possible thanks to 
the generosity of Susan (& Michael) Lawson 
letting us use their beautiful home in North 
Eastham. And thank you, Sue, for the multitude 
of arrangements that you worked on all year 
long and handled on behalf of our group. 

I also want to thank Peggy Flood and Lorraine 
Lynch, for all the work behind the scenes that 
they did to make our retreat happen. And a great 
big thank you to each and every one of you that 
baked bread and brought wine for communion, 
made lasagna & turkey tetrazzini, baked bread & 
brought wine for dinner, put together salads, 
provided cereal, coffee, tea, and juice, 
made/bought muffins, croissants, desserts and 
fruit trays. Your contributions helped keep the 
cost down for all. Thank you for being the 
generous and amazing women that you are. 

I want to express my sincere appreciation to 
Christy Saling for helping us secure a retreat 
leader this spring when our longtime friend and 
Spiritual Director, Gayle Kerr, was unable to be 
with us. Her efforts led us to Rev. Dr. Jane 

mailto:Hlrwwd@aol.com
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O’Hara Shields who kindly stepped up to the 
plate. Under Pastor Shield’s guidance we 
explored the theme of Faith and Food: 
Extending God’s Table. We were all grateful for 
Pastor Shields “taking us on” at such short 
notice. We also experienced a last minute change 
of venue due to construction work on the 
premises. Thank you to Peg Flood for reaching 
out to St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Harwich 
where she made arrangements through 
Emmanuel’s old friend, Lois Thomas (their 
church secretary) to use some of their rooms for 
our retreat. Thank you, St. Peter’s for making 
room for us! 

After our retreat, I wrote our group saying, “We 
all have stories...we all came (and left) with 
different challenges...but thanks to our time 
together, we were lifted up and we are stronger.” 
Thanks be to God! 

Peace be with you, Lynne Krock 

 

Collection for the Guardian Center  

(formerly Lutheran Home in Brockton) 

Pastor Ken Hilston, who frequently leads 
worship covering Pastor Amanda’s vacations, is 
the chaplain at The Guardian Center (formerly 
the Lutheran Home of Brockton. They are in 
need of a number of items.  If there are any you 
could donate—there is a basket outside the 
church offices where you might drop them. The 
residents there would be most appreciative. 
(Items do not have to be brand new) 

You may call the Activity Department 1-508-

587-6556 with any questions. 

• Baby clothes – for folding 
• Magazines:  
• Automobile type, Sports – Sports Illustrated, 
• Any family type magazines, Good 

Housekeeping, Family Circle, Opera 
• Pencils – Pens - Markers 

• Adult coloring books/pages    
• Old pocketbooks, gloves 
• Older Music CD’s:  Frank Sinatra, 
• Neil Diamond, Sammy Davis, Jr., Bob Dylan, 

BB King, Patti LaBelle, Elvis, Carpenters, etc. 
• Birthday Wrapping Paper 
• Greeting cards:  birthday, get well, sympathy, etc. 
• 2018 Calendars - as well as older calendars for 

crafts 
• Hand Cream – Lotions   Kleenex    Hair Accessories 
 

Nine Head off to Houston! 

Pastor Amanda and Cara Crisafulli will be joining 
seven of Emmanuel’s young women to Houston, 
to the ELCA National Youth Gathering – 2018.  

The theme is This Changes Everything, and the 
over 30,000 attendees will have multiple 
opportunities for learning, worship and service 
during their time in Houston.   As Pastor 
mentioned a few months ago, this event’s goal is 
“to help everyone who attends it, youth and 
adults, to recognized that the grace and love of 
God changes everything; the way that we 
understand ourselves, the way we look at the 
world, and the way we recognize our call to 
serve in a world of great beauty, great 
opportunity, and great need. “  

We will have an official send off, as part of 
worship this Sunday. 
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Graduates 2018  

All of Emmanuel extends their congratulations to the young men and women who 
have recently graduated from various colleges, universities, and area high schools. 
We wish you nothing but the best in all of your future endeavors. May God watch 
over you and guide you in the choices you make throughout the rest of your lives. 

Graduating from College… 

• Charles Bragg: As of this publication, Charlie passed his Coast Guard Certification Test to become a 
Licensed 3rd Assistant Engineer and will graduate with a Bachelor's Degree in Marine Engineering 
from the Massachusetts Maritime Academy. He also marched in the Memorial Day Parade in 
Washington, D.C.  

 

• Gina Conti graduated May 19th from the University of New Hampshire. She received her BA from 
the College of Liberal Arts. Gina majored in Communications, with a Business Application, and a minor 
in Psychology. 
 

• Bethany Nikolassy graduated from Salem State University with a BA in Criminal Justice with a minor in 
Psychology. She is currently busy with job interviews. 

• Brandon Sweeney graduated on May 21st from Wake Forest University in North Carolina. He received 
a BS in Business Management/Finance. Brandon has taken a job with KPMG in Charlotte, North Carolina 
and will start work in October. 

 

Graduating from High School… 

• Matthew Conti graduated on June 3rd from Walpole High School. He will be attending Southern 
New Hampshire University. At this time, Matt is undecided upon his major. 

• William Donovan graduated on June 3rd from Medway High School. Will is heading off to 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute in the fall. 

• Katarina Ruda graduated on June 3rd from Walpole High School. She will be attending Harvard in 
the fall. Kat plans to major in math at Harvard with the idea that she might become a high school 
teacher. 

• Allison Silletti graduated from Norwood High School on June 3rd. She plans to study Music 
Education and Choral conducting at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst. Recently, she won 
the National Scholar Choral Award for excellence in choral music at Norwood High School. 

• Julia Gardner graduated on May 24th from Olympia High School in Windermere, Florida. Proud 
Grammy, Micki Hein, told me Julia plans to major in math at UMASS Amherst. 

• Cassandra Navalta graduated on June 3rd from Medfield High School. Cassie plans to go into 
Environmental Science at Temple College in Philadelphia. 

• Edward Ott graduated from Canton High School on May 1st. He plans to attend Valparaiso University 
in Indiana. Edward is thinking about going into engineering. 

• Florentine Overko graduated from Norwood High School on June 3rd. As of this writing her plans 
were unknown. 

• Halle Sullivan graduated on May 2nd from Hingham High School. Once again, proud Grammy Micki 
Hein told me that Halle will be attending the University of Vermont to study nursing. 

Members of the Class of 2018, all of Emmanuel is proud of you! May God bless you all. 

 

 


