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Serving In Our Community 

One day, a group of Jesus’ opponents asked him a “Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?” He answered, “‘You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it. 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Matthew 22:34-39) 

 Maybe they were trying to learn from him and but it’s more likely that they were just trying to trap him 
into giving an unpopular answer or an answer that they could argue against, but it didn’t work. He met 
every question that they asked him with a clear answer that was supported by the law and the prophets 
and that also made sense to people. It does make sense that, at the heart of faith in God and at the heart is 
following God, is love of God that pours out into love of God’s creation; our neighbors, all people, animals, 
and even the earth itself.  

This May we have been invited so show how our love of God is expressed in love of neighbor by co-
sponsoring the Annual Community Service Day at the First Congregational Church in Norwood. First 
Congregational has been hosting the Community Service Day for six years, but their vision has always been 
for this annual event to become an opportunity for the faith groups in Norwood to work together to 
provide this service day to the community.   

The Community Service Day will include booths highlighting many local service organizations, hands on 
community service activities, children’s activities such as face painting and a bouncy house, and a rummage 
sale, bake sale, and lunch booth, to raise money for the organizations that we are supporting. The 
Community Service Day will be held on Saturday, May 5th, from 9:00-2:00.   
 
There are many ways for us to help with the Community Service Day including:   

 hosting a booth that will highlight the work of More than Words (mtwyouth.org), an organization 
that our congregation has partnered with in the past.  

 sending volunteers who can take shifts working the lunch booth, bake sale, and/or rummage sale.  
 advertising the Community Service Day.  
 sending volunteers to help with the prayer shawl “hands on” service activity.  
 making baked goods for the bake sale.    
 attending the Community Service Day.   

The rummage sale organizers have already agreed to bring items left over from our rummage sale to the 
Community Service Day for its rummage sale and the council has voted to use $500.00 from the Sunshine 
Fund and the Program Fund to help support the Community Service Day financially.   

If you would like to help with the Community Service Day by volunteering in some capacity, there will be 
sign-up sheets available in the hallway and on our website.  The next Community Service Day planning 
meeting is March 26th 6:00-7:00 p.m. at the First Congregational Church in Norwood if anyone would like to 
attend with me.   

I am excited about this opportunity for our congregation to be a part of this community event!   
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Amanda  
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Emmanuel to attend 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering! 

It has been 18 years since Emmanuel sent youth to the ELCA’s National 
Youth Gathering.  It has been 18 years since I last went to a National 
Youth Gathering. We were all at the 2000 National Youth Gathering in 
St. Louis together, although, of course, we didn’t know each other then. 
The National Youth Gathering takes place every three years and this 
year we have 7 youth and 2 adult leaders who are making plans to 
attend the 2018 National Youth Gathering in Houston, TX, which will 
be held June 27th-July 1st.   

The theme for this year’s Gathering is:  This Changes Everything. The 
theme is based on Ephesians 2:8: For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God. The 

goal of the Gathering is to help everyone who attends it, youth and adults, to recognized that the grace and 
love of God changes everything; the way that we understand ourselves, the way we look at the world, and 
the way we recognize our call to serve in a world of great beauty, great opportunity, and great need.   

Parents of those attending the Gathering, will, of course, be financially supporting their child(ren)’s trip, but 
between registration for the Gathering, airfare, hotel rooms, food, and transportation at the Gathering, the 
Gathering is an expensive event, which means that covering the whole cost for those attending the 
Gathering would be cost prohibitive for most families.  If you talk to almost anyone who has ever attended a 
National Youth Gathering, you will probably hear from them that the Gathering was indeed a life changing 
event, and that it was unquestionably worth the investment of time and money that went into the 
experience.   

There will be some fund raising events for the National Youth Gathering in the future, but those who are 
planning the Gathering thought that one way to raise money for the Gathering would be simply to ask the 
congregation.  We know that this is a congregation that treasures its children and youth and sees them both 
as partners in ministry now and as the future of the church. We hope that you will be willing to make an 
investment in this experience for some of our church’s youth.  

Our goal is to raise $5,250.  If you would like to donate to the National Youth Gathering experience please 
use the This Changes Everything envelopes in the pews and in the hallway for your cash or check.  If you are 
donating with a check, please make the check out to Emmanuel Lutheran Church and put “National Youth 
Gathering” in the memo line.   Pastor Amanda 
 

 

 
 
 
 

June 27 – July 1 

Houston, TX 
 
 
 

FOR BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED THROUGH FAITH, AND THIS IS NOT YOUR OWN DOING;  

IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD. -  Ephesians 2:8
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Prayer Concerns List 

Daniel Carow Jack Gradijan 

Bernie Byrnes Betty Dickson 
Helen Hultman Hans & Ursula Dimpel 
Robert Carlson Chelsea & Isabella 
Tom Ellard Paula & Ken Hilston 
Nick Aidan Siera 
Jan Chuck Chaney 
Lennon Family Grace 
 Heather Crisafulli 
 

 

Remembering Our Shut-ins 

Ingrid Bamber and Richard Spencer  

 

Those in the Armed Forces 

Christopher Rando 
 

Thank You Notes 

Dear Pastor Warner,  

First, many thanks for your good and faithful 
ministry here in the New England Synod.  We are 
blessed by your gifts among us!  

It’s that time of year when we ask for Mission 
Support numbers--thank you for already 
submitting yours!   

I was reviewing some of our data over the last 
few years and wanted to take just a moment to 
note that you have not only increased your 
pledge from 2017 to 2018, you gave more than 
pledged in 2017.  You also gave significant 
offering over pledge in 2016. 

 I want to express my deep gratitude to the 
people of Emmanuel and to you for your 
generosity.  We can support and resource 
congregations to be a stronger witness to the 
gospel because of such generosity. Thank you.  

Emanuel remains in my prayers; may the Spirit 
continue to boldly guide and lead you in 
ministry.  

Blessings,  

The Rev. Sara J. Anderson  
Associate to the Bishop, New England Synod  

Midweek Lenten Soup Supper & 

Worship – 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  

Our last Lenten Soup Supper and Evening Prayer 
Service will be held on Wednesdays, March 21st.  

Dinner will be from 6:00-6:45 and worship will 
be held from 6:45-7:30. If you would like to 
bring soup or bread for the Soup Suppers, please 
sign up on the table in the hallway outside of the 
pastor’s office. 

 

 Acolyte Training   

 Children in third grade 
and older are invited to 
learn the joy of serving 
the Lord in worship as 
acolytes by coming to 
an acolyte training on 
Saturday, March 24th at 10:00 a.m.  
Please sign up in the hallway or email Pastor 
Amanda (pastor@emmanuelnorwood.org) if you 
have a child who is interested in coming to the 
acolyte training.   
 
 

Easter Flower Memorials  

Flower Memorials are being received for 
the Easter Garden that will fill our 
chancel on Easter day. Please use the 
envelopes in the pew racks, returning 
them by Palm Sunday, March 25th. 

 

Psanky Egg Decorating  

A Pysanka is a Ukranian Easter Egg that 
is decorated with colorful and 
traditional folk designs.  The eggs are 
decorated not by paint but by writing 

on them with wax and taking them through a 
dying process.  The Sol family knows how to do 
this and would love to share their knowledge 
with you.  We’ll be having a session in Kask Hall 
on March 25th at 2pm where people can join us 
and be taught how to do a simple design or do 
your own design.  The cost is $5 which will cover 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjhzbnV_tzZAhUBMt8KHVeTCK0QjRwIBg&url=http://gracelongbeach.org/preschool/acolyte-training/&psig=AOvVaw1MjGEHVkA_ju58jwe7Xaff&ust=1520607532296800
mailto:pastor@emmanuelnorwood.org
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the cost of supplies.  Please sign up through Sign 
Up Genius using this link… 
(http://www.signupgenius.com/pysanky) or on the 
form outside Pastor Amanda’s office.  We look 
forward to sharing this fun art form with you!  
Please note that this art form uses hot wax and 
flame and, as such, is not recommended for 
children under 8, however we will have, at no 
cost, some traditional Easter egg decorating 
supplies for children under 8. 

 

Good Friday VBS 

Emmanuel will once again offer a 
Good Friday Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) 

March 30, 2018  
9:00 AM-12:00 PM (refreshments served) 
There is no cost for participants for the program.  

Through songs, games, art, and fellowship the 
children ages 4 to 14 learn about the events 
leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus and the 
promise of Easter.  

We will need volunteers to help with the 
program, storytellers, arts & crafts leaders, 
games leader, song leaders, and group leaders.  

As well, we’ll need a team to provide snacks 
(kitchen helpers) and help decorate for the 
program.  

We have a Good Friday curriculum and materials 
available. If you have questions, please contact 
Lisa Silletti at lisasilletti@gmail.com or 617-851-
2627 (afternoons, evenings, and weekends).  
 

Easter Celebrations 

Our celebration of the Resurrection includes the 
annual Easter Breakfast in Kask Hall after first 
service.  Signup sheets for setup, cleanup and 
bringing food are in the hall outside the office.  
Please plan on coming; it’s a wonderful 
celebration.  

 

 

Going Green! 

If you have any extra reusable bags – consider 
offering them to the Food Pantry! 

 

 

 

 

 Women's 2018 Spring Retreat  

Sisters in Christ, 
    Despite all the wild weather we’ve had lately, 
spring is on the way and that means that the 
Women’s Spring Retreat is just around the 
corner. In fact, the cut off for signing up for this 
year’s retreat is April 1st. The sign up list is 
posted on the bulletin board above the ramp. I 
hope you will give serious thought to joining us. 
All women of Emmanuel and their friends and 
relatives are welcome to be a part of this very 
special weekend (May 4th, 5th, and 6th.) 

As I mentioned previously, our longtime friend 
and Spiritual Director, Gayle Kerr, had to step 
away from leading this retreat due to a family 
commitment. However, at this time, I am very 
pleased and excited to tell you that the Rev. Dr. 
Jane O’Hara Shields, who served the Synod as 
Director for Evangelical Mission, will be leading 
our retreat at The Chapel in the Pines. Pastor 
Shields recently served as Intentional Interim for 
First Lutheran Church in West Barnstable before 
retiring on the Cape. She comes highly 
recommended and I look forward to sharing 
more information with you about the theme for 
the day after our next conversation. 

I urge you to think and pray about joining us. 
Talk to any of the women who have signed up 
and they’ll be happy to share with you how our 
spring retreats unfold. Many of them have been 
with us since our first retreat on the Cape ten 
years ago. We hope you’ll be able to be with us 
this time. 

Peace & Blessings, 
Lynne Krock 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d4baaa82fa2fe3-pysanky
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Digital Ministry Corner 

Instagram is a social media 
platform that is designed to 
share photos and videos online 
and through a smartphone.  

Emmanuel’s youth have created an Instagram 
and are actively using to share photos and 
events across Emmanuel from their perspective.  
Follow us at 
https://www.instagram.com/elc_norwood_youth/ or just 
go to the link to see what our youth are sharing.  
If you know anyone interested in being a part of 
this Instagram ministry please contact Rebecca 
Sol at beck.bear@verizon.net  

Spring Rummage Sale 

Emmanuel’s Spring Rummage Sale will be 
Friday and Saturday, April 27 and 28 from 
9:00 to 1:00.  The set up days are Wednesday 
and Thursday, April 25 and 26.   

Please start collecting your 
good stuff to bring.  We 
would love to have your 
extra clothing, linens, 
jewelry, knick-knacks, small 
furniture, sporting goods, 
toys, and books.  If you 

bring electronics, televisions, or monitors, please 
be willing to reclaim them if they do not sell.  
They cost us money to recycle and Savers and 
the Salvation Army do not take these items.   

The rummage sale proceeds help provide 
camperships for our youth and the purchase of 
some items not covered by the church budget.  
You can start to bring your contributions after 
church on Sunday, April 22nd.   

We also need a lot of help to make the sale a 
success.  We have our very faithful helpers each 
year, but we are getting older and could use 
some additional and younger help on 
Wednesday morning and Saturday afternoon.  
We would love to have some more male helpers, too.   

This really is a fun event where we enjoy a lot of 
laughter and food along with the work.  It’s a 
great time to get to know folks while we work 
together.  Coffee, snacks and yummy lunches are 
provided all four days.  If you have any 
questions, please speak with Arlene Cegelis or 
Anne Martin.  

Invitation for women 

The Jezebels meet on the second Friday of each 
month at 7:30 pm in the Founders' Room.  The 
group chooses a spiritual-based book to read to 
discuss at the next meeting. Depending on the 
size of the book, we may read a few chapters 
each month for discussion.  The group is open to 
all adult women.  If you are interested in 
attending our group, please feel free to drop 
in.  You can also bring a friend.  It is a great 
opportunity to connect with other women in or 
outside of the congregation.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Janice McHugh 
buster718@msn.com or 617-543-5406. 
 

 

Followup… 

Thank you to everyone 
who donated to the 
Confirmation class’s 
2018 Souper Bowl of 
Caring collection in 
February.  Thanks to 
the generosity of this 
congregation the 

Confirmation class collected over $600.00 and 
many bags of non-perishable food items.  At a 
Confirmation class after the collection the 
students voted to split the money that they 
collected between local and international hunger 
fighting organizations. The organizations that 
they chose were the ELCA World Hunger Appeal 
and the Women’s Lunch Place in Boston. The 
non-perishable food items were donated to the 
Norwood Ecumenical Food Pantry.  If you would 
like to learn more about the organizations that 
the students chose to support you can check out 
their websites at:  
 

www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-
Development/ELCA-World-Hunger 
womenslunchplace.org 
norwoodpantry.org 

 

So far the Souper Bowl of Caring has collected 
$8,000,249 in cash and food donations 
nationwide, with 3,632 participating groups 
reporting in.  Thanks for being part of this 
important work to help change the lives of 
people who are dealing with hunger and 
poverty.   
  

https://www.instagram.com/elc_norwood_youth/
mailto:beck.bear@verizon.net
mailto:buster718@msn.com
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You’re Invited – To Apply for Mission Fund Grants! 

 The Mission Fund was started by the Congregation of Emmanuel Lutheran Church in 2002 to fund 
mission work at home and around the world, above and beyond the programs supported through regular 
offerings.  By 2015 the Mission Fund had accumulated a substantial amount of money through the 
generosity of givers.  In order to allow the funds to be used more effectively the Fund rules were changed 
in 2015 to allow more of its balance to be spent on mission work.  

As American residents with comfortable lives, roofs over our heads, adequate food on the table, access to 
medical resources, and the freedom to pursue happiness, we are more blessed than most people in this 
world even though it may not always feel that way.  The Mission Fund is one important way we can give 
back to those who need our help nearby and across the globe.  In the past year the Mission Fund has made 
donations to Operation Adopt a Soldier to help local veterans and their families in times of crisis; to 
sponsor a congregation member on medical missions in Guatemala; to help New England Synod mission 
development; to contribute to Ascentria Care Alliance elder, disabled, immigrant, and family support; to 
give to ELCA Good Gifts; to assist the Norwood Church of God in establishing their new church home; and 
to help with hurricane disaster relief. 

Because the Mission Fund has a healthy balance the Mission team—Joan Bengtson, Dixon Brandt, Cara 
Crisafulli, Beth Donovan, and Kirk Schroeder, has money to give away and are inviting several groups in 
the church to apply for Mission Fund grants for worthy causes they select. The Confirmation class, Choir, 
Bell Choir, Men’s Breakfast Group, Women’s Retreat, Book Group, and Piecemakers quilters are all being 
invited to submit grant applications in the amount of $1000 each. The team wants the Mission Fund to 
become more widely known among the congregation and encourage the money in the fund to be spent to 
help those who need it most and to spread the good news of Jesus Christ.  The team hopes by inviting 
these groups to submit applications they will increase awareness of the Mission Fund and also help the 
congregation to meet the outreach goals identified by the CAT (Congregational Assessment Tool) survey.  

You don’t need to wait to be invited to request money from the Mission Fund for a qualifying cause.  It’s 
easy to apply for Mission Fund money on the church website at http://emmanuelnorwood.org. Click on 
the “Get Involved" tab on the home page. Go to "Community & World Outreach."  From there, hit the 
“Mission Fund” link. Click on the “Grant Request Form” link on the right side of the page, which will bring 
up the application form.  Fill out the online form, hit Send, and you’ll hear from the Mission Team.   And if 
you appreciate what the Mission Fund does, make a donation to the Fund to keep it going. 

 

The Mission Fund at work in Guatemala:  

A church is not just for worship!!  Over 

100 patients came to be treated in this 

church mobile clinic! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://emmanuelnorwood.org/
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Shop Amazon = Money for Good Causes 

When you access Amazon to shop from the church website at http://www.shop.emmanuelnorwood.org ,  

Emmanuel receives a percentage of your sale.  Just use the link above to get into amazon.com and shop as 
usual.  For the remainder of the year the Church Council has voted to give the money we receive from 
Amazon through our website link to a number of good causes: 

Quarter 1 - Camp Calumet 

Quarter 2 - to pay for mailing expenses for Lutheran World Relief school kits we assemble 

Quarter 3 - Matthew 25 Fund to help local people 

Quarter 4 - ELCA World Hunger. 

Last year we received about $600 from Amazon but it could be even more for these good causes this year 
if you do your intended shopping using the link from our website. 

 

Care Packages for Next Steps Ministry… 

We are collecting items for our Next Steps Ministry program for our congregation’s young 
adults, who are 18-22 and/or in college.  We currently have 7 young people participating 
in our Next Steps Ministry.   The care packages will be packed on Wednesday, April 18th, 
at 6:00 p.m., so please bring your items to church no later than April 15.   

Highlighters Microwave popcorn Hot Cocoa Candy 
Hot Drink Mugs Packaged Snacks (Note:  chips don’t travel well)  
Small Notebooks Gum Pens Pencils  
Index Cards Post-it Notes Gloves  
Microwavable meals (macaroni and cheese, soups, etc.) Single packs of coffee & tea  
 

Holy Week Schedule 

March 25 Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion 
  Worship 8:45 & 11:15 a.m. 
  Reading of the Passion according to St. Mark 
 
March 29 Maundy Thursday 
  Worship 7:30 p.m. 
 
March 30 Good Friday 
  2:00 p.m. Worship - Stations of the Cross  
  7:30 p.m. Worship – Tenebrae 
 
March 31 Easter Vigil 
  7:00 p.m. Worship at Grace Episcopal 
   
April 1  Easter Day 
  Worship 8:45 & 11:15 a.m. 
  Brunch between services 

 

http://www.shop.emmanuelnorwood.org/
http://amazon.com/

