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Reformation 500 

As you have probably heard, this coming Reformation Day (October 31, 
2017) is the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther nailing his 95 Theses, which 
were 95 discussion points about indulgences, to the church door at 
Wittenberg.  What he thought would begin an academic discussion began a 
movement that has touched almost every aspect of human society, 

including religion, politics, economics, education, family, and almost every part of the world.   

As Lutheran Christians, we celebrate and struggle with this history and heritage in many ways and this 
month, with the big anniversary almost upon us, we will have many opportunities to celebrate and reflect 
on this history and its call to us to live our faith in our time and place.   

Here is a timeline of things that will be offered during this month of Reformation Celebration:   

A Reformation bookstore will be going on in Kask Hall from now until November 13th.   

Beginning Sunday, October 8th I will be offering a children’s sermon series on Martin Luther and 
Reformation history.   

Saturday, October 14, 9:00-2:00 The New England Synod Women of the ELCA will be offering a 
Reformation Celebration at Christ the King Lutheran Church in Holliston, MA, with a special presentation 
by Katie Luther (Diane Hunt).  I will be helping to lead the worship service at that event.   

Sunday, October 15, 12:45 p.m., there will be a pot-luck lunch and then we will view and discuss Rick 
Steves’ video, Luther and the Reformation.   

Sunday, October 29, 10:00 a.m., we will have one combined festive worship service, celebrating the 
Reformation followed by a brunch celebration.   

Sunday, October 29, 4:30 p.m., there will be a Boston Metro Conference evening prayer celebration of the 
Reformation at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Sudbury, MA.   

Sunday, November 5, 3:00 p.m., there will be an ecumenical worship service, at November 5, 3:00 p.m., at 
the Cathedral of St. Mary, Fall River, MA.    

Please check out the hallway between the Sanctuary and Kask Hall for more information and sign-up sheets 
to participate in these festive and inspiring Reformation activities.   

The good thing about this anniversary is that the history isn’t going anywhere.  Opportunities to learn 
about the Reformation and to reflect on what it means today will continue in 2018 and beyond, as we seek, 
as Luther did, to be faithful followers of God and sharers of the Good News of Jesus Christ in our own time!  

Pastor Amanda  
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Prayer Concerns List 

Daniel Carow Jack Gradijan 

Rhoda Moyo Betty Dickson 
Helen Hultman Hans & Ursula Dimpel 
Chris Buzzell Robert James Buzzell 
Pr. Rick Schlak Chelsea & Isabella 
Nick Sara Lee Udden 
Jan Patty Holbrook 
Daniel Smith Harriet Merl 

  

Thank Yous… 

Dear Women of Emmanuel,  

Thank you very much for the Calumet 

campership that you gave me. I had lots of fun at 

camp. I went week 7 which was the last week of 

camp. My favorite activity was archery. I made lots 

of new friends. I’m looking forward to going back 

next year.  

Thanks again,  

Stephanie Sol 
 

Women of Emmanuel, 

Thank you very, very much for my Calumet 
campership.  This was my second year at 
Calumet and just like last year, I had a blast.  I 
went week 2, and the theme of the week was 
space week the sequel, so lots of things were 
space themed like the wide games.  I was in 
yellows, so my favorite moment was the girls 
yellows campfire.   

Thanks again, I can’t wait for next summer! 

From, 
Grace Lassen 
 
Dear Emmanuel, 

Thank you so much for the Calumet scholarship 
this year.  I had a wonderful time and made some 
great new friends.  My cabin was hilarious and 
my activities were awesome and the week was 
so good overall that losing my voice didn’t even 
bother me. 
Thanks so much, 
Abigail Warner  
 

Dear Friends,  

On behalf of the Norwood Ecumenical 
Community Food Pantry, thank you very much 
for your donations, during the month of August.  
The Pantry continues to be busy, serving over 
350 families.  We thank you for all your support. 

Sincerely, 
Eileen Hickey, Corresponding Secretary 
 
Dear Church,   

Thank you for the scholarship to Calumet.  My 
time there really made me feel refreshed and 
relaxed.  I really enjoyed it.  Thank you for 
providing me with this experience. 
Your Good  Friend, 
Julia Warner 
 
Dear Emmanuel, 
We appreciate your thoughtful donation (17 
pairs of glasses), to New Eyes for the Needy.  Your 
support makes it possible for poor children and 
adults in the U.S. and around the world to see clearly. 
Thank you! 
 

Open Forum 

The Worship Ministry Team will be 
hosting an open forum in the Founder’s 
Room on Sunday, October 1st, between 
the services, in order to discuss the use 
of the small plastic cups during the 8:45 
a.m. worship services.  Currently these cups are 
used on the first Sunday of each month during 
the 8:45 service.  The cups utilized are plastic 
and are disposed of after each use.  Concerns 
have been raised to the worship team about the 
ecological impact from the use of these 
cups.  The worship team also wants to assess 
whether or not the introduction of the common 
cup last year meets the needs of those who 
prefer to drink from the cup.  

In addition to the forum there will be a 
suggestion box as well as an online suggestion 
form which will allow members to submit a 
comment or opinion on this matter.  The 
suggestion box/online form will be available 
between September 24th and October 8th.  We 
look forward to hearing from you if you have an 
opinion about the use of the small cups at 
communion.  
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Blessing of the Animals 

Reminder - Sunday, 
October 1st, at 4:00 
p.m. we will be holding 
a Blessing of the 
Animals on the lawn at 
Emmanuel.  It is an 

opportunity for us to give thanks to God for the 
animals that are a part of our lives and to affirm 
God’s care for all of God’s creation and our 
stewardship of animals and the rest of the earth.  
Pets of any kind are welcome at this service as 
long as they are properly contained and cleaned 
up after.  If you pet does not enjoy meeting other 
animals or new people, then he or she would 
probably not enjoy this event.  If that is the case, 
please feel free to bring a picture and have your 
pet blessed in absentia!  - Pastor Amanda 

 

Sunday Morning Study  

Sing The Faith: Hymns of 

Commitment 

Between the services (10:00-
11:00 a.m.) on October 8, 15, & 22 
and November 5, 12, & 19 Pastor Amanda will be 
leading a study on some of the church’s hymns.  
We will study the biblical and historical origins 
of some of the church’s well-loved hymns and 
discuss how the music of the church helps to 
shape our faith and our lives.   

October 8  Getting to Know Your Hymnal  
October 15 Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
October 22 A Mighty Fortress is Our God  

November 5 You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore  

November 12 Take My Life that I May Be   
November 19  Here I Am, Lord 

 

Women of the ELCA  Gathering 

October 14 – New England Women of the ELCA 
gather for their Reformation Celebration.  9a.m. 
to 2p.m. at Christ the King in Holliston.  Featured 

guest is “Katie Luther”.  Workshops on human 
trafficking in New England, lunch, along with a 
silent auction also are part of the day. Pastor 
Amanda will be leading closing worship, with 
Pastor Mark from Holliston. For more 
information and registration forms; please see 
the materials outside the offices.   

 

Rummage Sale 

Our fall rummage sale will 
be Friday and Saturday, 
October 27th and 
28th.  Please start collecting 
your good stuff to bring.  We 
would love to have your 
extra items of CLEAN clothing, linens, jewelry, 
knick-knacks, small furniture, sporting goods, 
toys, and books.   

Please DO NOT bring electronics (ie: televisions, 
monitors, computers) or children’s car seats or 
strollers.  It costs us money to discard these 
items.   

The rummage sale proceeds provide camperships 
for our youth and are also used to purchase 
some items not covered by the church budget.   

Some of the  items we have purchased this past 
year – For the Sunday School, a flat screen TV, 
stand and DVD (Joy, thanks for setting up the 
equipment);  for the church, a lawn mower, leaf 
blower and trimmer; more small tables and 
some monetary donations.  You can start to 
bring your contributions after church on October 
22.  If you need help please let us know.   

PLEASE NOTE:  Norwood Cooperative Nursery 
School will be in session during the week, so 
please be careful of the children when dropping 
off your items.  In addition, please respect our 
neighbor’s half of the driveway and keep to the 
church side. If you have any questions, please 
talk to Arlene Cegelis or Anne Martin. 
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Halloween Fun 

Help is needed for two Halloween outreach 
activities for Emmanuel.   

#1 - On Saturday, October 28th 
we will have a vehicle at 
Norwood’s “Trunk or Treat” in 
the town’s municipal parking 
lot.  We need people who are 
willing to festively decorate a vehicle and hand 
out candy at this event.  Set up is 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
and candy will be handed out from 4:00-5:00 
p.m.   

#2 - We also are looking for a couple of people 
who would be willing to hand out candy to our 
neighbors on Halloween, Tuesday, October 
31st.  It would be wonderful if they could be in 
Reformation era costume as well!  If you would 
be willing to help, let’s brainstorm and come up 
with a fun way of participating in the Halloween 
festivities in our neighborhood.  (Trick or 
Treating in this neighborhood usually runs from 
5:00-8:00 p.m.)   

Please contact Pastor Amanda or sign-up on the 
table in the hallway or in the Narthex if you 
would be willing to help with either of these new 
Halloween outreach ideas! 

 

Lutherans & Roman Catholics—

together! 

On Sunday, November 5, 2017 there will be an 
opportunity for Lutherans and Roman Catholics 
to celebrate the Reformation together.  An 
ecumenical worship service will be held at 3 p.m. 
at The Cathedral of Saint Mary of the 
Assumption, in Fall River, MA.  New England 
Synod Bishop James Hazelwood will be 
preaching, and Bishop Edward M. daCunha, Fall 
River Diocese, will be the presider. We will soon 
have signups for anyone interested in attending 
and carpooling! 

 

 

Worship Assistants Training Event 

Communion Assistants, Assisting Ministers, 
Lectors, Ushers, and Greeters;  those who are 
currently serving, those who have recently 
signed up, and those who have been interested, 
but a little unsure about taking the plunge as 
worship assistants; are all invited to a Worship 
Assistants Training Event on Saturday, 
November 4, 2017(9:00 to 11:00 a.m).   

You will have an opportunity to learn the 
specifics about the role you are interested in and 
will receive written instructions for each area of 
ministry.  Those who are experienced in the 
various areas of service will also have an 
opportunity to share their knowledge with 
people who are just beginning.  Please sign up on 
the table outside of Pastor Amanda’s office if you 
are able to be there.   

 

T-Shirt Contest – The Votes are In 

The Votes are in!  After 
all the voting, we have a clear winner for both 
the front of the T-shirt #110, and #114 on the 
back.  

Many thanks to Rebecca Sol for the winning 
front, and Sharon Weidenaar, for the winning 
back and to everyone who submitted a t-shirt 
design and voted!   

Next steps include taking the design to a local T-
shirt company to discuss colors, print options, 
and price.  Watch for order t-shirt order forms 
which will be coming your way soon!   
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Planning Our Future Together 

We’re getting close to our CAT!   

Beginning on Sunday, October 1st, we are inviting you to complete the Church Assessment Tool (CAT), 
an on-line instrument that will help leaders gauge the strength, vitality, and trends in our church.  The 
information gained from this assessment will be valuable in helping the leaders of Emmanuel as they 
make decisions about the future of our congregation.   

In a little more than a week, you will receive an email with a unique link to the CAT.  Beginning October 1, 
we are asking you to go online by clicking on the link provided and tell us about your experiences in and 
priorities for our church.  Please do not discuss the survey or your answers with others as this may 
influence their answers. 

For those who are not comfortable using a computer or who do not have a computer, paper copies of the 
CAT will be available at the CAT table in Kask Hall beginning October 1.  You can also contact the church 
office for a copy of the CAT.  There will also be laptop computers set up in Kask Hall for those who would 
prefer to take their CAT on a computer here.   

All answers are strictly anonymous.  We have no way of matching any assessment to a particular person, 
so please feel free to candidly share your perceptions, opinions and experiences.  Our future together is 
dependent on your participation and honest answers. 

If you have questions, please contact the church office or any of the Forward Leadership Team members 
listed below.   

Many thanks, 

The Forward Leadership Team 
John Avelar   Joan Bengtson   Cara Crisafulli   Heather Crisafulli  
Susan Lawson   Lorraine Lynch  Carryl Navalta   Rebecca Sol  
Pastor Amanda  Cindy Zafft  

 

Digital Ministry Corner – Interactive Forms and Sign-Up Genius  

As we mentioned last month, we’ve added interactive forms to the website? These forms 
allow you to submit information directly to Pastor Amanda, the church office, or other 
groups/teams directly.  

Forms that are currently available on the website are:  

Prayer Request – this form is located under the contact us section of the website. It will send your prayer 
request directly to Pastor Amanda and you can advise if you would like her to contact you and/or if you 
would like to add an individual to Emmanuel’s Prayer list.  

http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/contact-us/prayer-request/ 

Confirmation Class Registration – this form allows 7th and 8th grader parents to register their students 
for confirmation class. It is located in the confirmation section of the website under education  

http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/education/confirmation-class/confirmation-class-registration-form/ 

Bible Study Response – this form allows you to read the Epistle (New Testament) reading for the coming 
week and respond to a few questions that are asked during Bible Study. It is located in the education 
section under Bible Study  

http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/bible-study/reading-for-next-week/  

http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/contact-us/prayer-request/
http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/education/confirmation-class/confirmation-class-registration-form/
http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/bible-study/reading-for-next-week/
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Mission Fund Grant – this form allows you to apply for a grant from the mission fund, the form is sent to 
the Mission Fund team who review and respond to the request. It is located under Get Involved in the 
Community and World Outreach section.  

http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/ministries/mission-endowment/grant-request-form/ 

Next Step Ministry Registration – this form allows young adults in our congregation to register as a 
participant in the Next Step Ministry Program. The page and form is located under Get Involved in the 
Community and World Outreach section of the website.  

http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/ministries/community-world-outreach/next-steps-ministry/ 

Sunday School Registration – this form allows parents to register their child(ren) aged 3 through 6th 
Grade for Emmanuel’s Sunday School program 

In addition to these forms we have also started to utilize Sign-Up Genius, an on-line program that allows 
you to register for events and to let us know you are attending. These sign-ups are often duplicated with 
hardcopy forms in the church hallway, but you only need to sign up once – whether you do it online or in 
the church we’ll see it. 

We are always looking to expand and enhance the digital ministry experience so please let us know of any 
ideas that you may have. Send your thoughts to the office or email them to Rebecca Sol directly 
beck.bear@verizon.net. 

 

With Glad and Generous Hearts 

Acts 2:46-47: Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke 
bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and 
having the goodwill of all the people. 

 It’s that time of year again...Fall. The squirrels are collecting nuts, the trees are getting ready to 
turn bright colors, the kids head back to school, and the Emmanuel Stewardship team is working on the 
fall stewardship program. This past year some of the team attended four Saturday stewardship training 
sessions sponsored by the New England Synod and hosted by churches in Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island. We learned a lot; especially that people want to give generously when they value the cause they 
are contributing to and know their money is being well spent. We learned that it is in most people’s 
nature to be generous. When you love God and know God loves you, you want to give back.  

This spring we conducted a short survey of the congregation and heard from some of you what 
you value most about Emmanuel: we learned that for many of you Emmanuel is not only where you put 
your faith into practice but it is your church family and you are grateful for the love and support you have 
received over the years. We also learned that you give generously to many charities such as schools, local 
police and firefighters, nature organizations, animal welfare, public television/radio, health causes, and 
Lutheran charities. 

 The goal of the fall stewardship program is to show you how your offering is used, to ask you to 
think seriously about what your church means to you, and to invite you to make a giving pledge for 2018. 
We need your giving to keep our church doors open, provide a meaningful worship experience, educate 
our kids in God’s love, support each other in times of need, and contribute to the mission and service 
projects of our neighbors, our Synod, and our national church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). Your pledge is important because it gives us a reliable source of income to accomplish 
everything we need to do in the coming year. This fall’s stewardship program will span the month of 
October culminating on Sunday October 29 when our pledges will be collected during worship, and the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation will be celebrated. 

http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/ministries/mission-endowment/grant-request-form/
http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/ministries/community-world-outreach/next-steps-ministry/
mailto:beck.bear@verizon.net
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 The Stewardship theme drawn from the Bible verses above is “with glad and generous hearts.” We 
believe that out of the dynamic Christian community that we share comes life transforming service to the 
world. During the Sundays of October we will examine this theme and focus on a different aspect of it 
each week including: 

Faith  Generosity  Community  Service 

 You’ll be hearing more from us this fall. We hope you will listen carefully, think seriously about 
what the church means to you, and give with glad and generous hearts. 

The Stewardship Team 
Peg Flood, Kendra Lassen, Lorraine Lynch, Rebecca Sol, Pastor Amanda Warner 

 

Rummage Sale HELP wanted and NEEDED!!! 

We'd love to welcome some new helpers--men and women, for preparing and working 
the fall rummage sale the week of October 23.  The people that have been helping for 
years (and we hope that they continue) are getting older and we just can’t do as much 
lifting as we used to.   

Here’s a rundown of what we typically do…perhaps there’s a spot where YOU can help! 

Set up starts at around 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, October 24, and we could REALLY use some strong help 
putting up all the tables and bringing up the clothes racks.  After the tables and racks are set up, we start 
to sort through the many contributions and set them out. We chat as we work, have coffee and snacks, 
then do more sorting.  We have a nice lunch (no need to bring food, we supply it) and do more sorting, 
placing and chatting.  Wednesday and Thursday, we leave by 2:00 p.m. 

On Thursday, we sort through any new contributions. Since clean dishware and knick-knacks sell better 
than dirty ones, we wash the dirty ones. We sort through the clothing and shoes and pull out items that 
are stained, ripped or worn-out. These items are bagged and donated to the Norwood Schools.  SIDE 
NOTE: The town of Norwood teamed up with Bay State Textiles of Pembroke to help solve the problem of 
textile waste, launching the textile recycling program in town in October, 2014.  As long as the items are 
NOT “smelly or moldy”, they can be donated.  The schools receive $100 for every ton of textiles they collect.  

Friday morning we again sort any new contributions and at 9:00 a.m. we open the doors.  We all stand out 
of the way, as the horde of bargain hunters comes running in.  That’s no exaggeration.  We check out 
customers, re-sort tables, and of course, eat and chat.  We close at 1:00pm.  

Saturday morning we open at 9:00 a.m. again and until about 12:30 it’s a repeat of Friday’s activity.  At 
11:30 we start our bag sale.  Customers prepay $5.00 each for one or more large white trash bags and 
they can fill it with anything they want.  At around 12:30 p.m. we start to consolidate tables and empty 
racks, so we can start putting them away.  We close at 1:00 p.m. and the clean-up begins.  Here again, we 
need strong help to take down the tables and put the racks away.  We bag and box the leftovers, put 
furniture away, and sweep the floors.  This fall we are donating the leftovers to Savers on Route 1 in 
Norwood and to some other charitable groups.  Savers will donate a portion of their proceeds to the 
Epilepsy Foundation and we will also receive a portion of their proceeds. 

Please consider helping us.  We appreciate any time that you can give. Although I’ve described what we 
typically do and when, there are no set hours for helpers.  If there’s something you’d like to help out with 
– let us know! At the end of the sale, we especially need drivers to bring the bagged and boxed items to 
Savers after the sale. 

We need sorters, folders, cashiers, baggers, someone to monitor the jewelry table on Friday morning, 
people to staff the white elephant tables and drivers. We work hard, have fun, laugh, wear funny hats and 
eat well throughout. It’s also a great way to get to know more of the people at Emmanuel! 

If you have any questions, please contact Arlene Cegelis or Anne Martin. 


