
 

The Emmanuel Envoy  
August 2019 

Buckle Up folks!  Here we go. 

This time of year, the beginning of the school year, feels more like the 
beginning of a new year, than the switch over from December 31st to January 
1st does to me.  I was a student non-stop for twenty-two years of my life.  
Which means that for twenty-two years of my life, my schedule was dictated 
by the ebb and flow of the academic calendar.  I still mentally divide my life 

up into semesters.  I was the daughter of a teacher, which means that my whole household followed 
the school calendar during my growing up years.  I am married to a teacher, so even when I wasn’t in 
school anymore and before my kids were in school, school calendars mattered in my household.  And 
now, of course, I am the mother of four students, who will begin 10th, 8th, 5th, and 3rd, grade in a couple 

of weeks (Yes, Norwood goes back to school after Labor Day      !)  
 
Even in the church, we can feel it.  The hum of things getting started.  Our sexton, James, is working 
hard, to get the floors polished and painting done, for the start of the Norwood Cooperative Nursery 
School’s school year.  Soon, the building will be full of the sounds of children’s voices laughing, talking, 
hopefully not crying, and teachers’ voices, guiding, comforting, and inspiring.   
 
There were times this summer, when our announcements barely took up a half sheet of paper.  Now, 
our announcements are getting longer every week.  We’ll be blessing the new school year for students 
and people who work in education on September 1st.  We’ll be going back to two worship services at 
8:45 and 11:15 on Sunday mornings on September 8th.  So many things are getting started in the 
coming weeks:  Sunday School, Bible Study, Adult Forum, Confirmation, Youth Ministry, Bell Choir, 
and Choir.  Some of our Adult Small Groups, that took a break during the summer, will be back at it 
again in September, Book Group, Knotty Knitters, Jezebels.   
 
This new year time is a time when many of make decisions about what will be a part of our schedule.  
Like many parents, I’m waiting anxiously, for sports schedules and music schedules so that I can get 
an idea of what the next season (honestly, the next semester) in my family’s life will look like.  In this 
issue of the Envoy, you will be able to learn about what’s coming up in the life of the community at 
Emmanuel.  I encourage you to read it, to add some things to your calendar, maybe to try something 
new!  There’s lots going on in the coming months that can help people grow in faith, fellowship, and 
service.   
 
Happy New Year!   

In Christ, 

Pastor Amanda  
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Prayer Concerns List 

Bernie Byrnes 
Jeff Pitman 
Sue Becker 
Lyndsay  Boysen 
Christopher Upton 
 Susan Tomasello 
Tony Nikolassy 
Jody Gebhardt 
Patrick  Donovan 
Robert Flynn 
Rebecca Sol 
Jody Spillane 
 

Heather Crisafulli 
Jovanni Sanchez-Colon 
Tom Ellard 
John A. Grant 
George Haras 
Jack Gradijan 
Christine Howard 
Joan Bussow 
Emma White 
Rick Martin 
Gordon Sheek 
Pat Sheek 
Pr. Schlak 

  

Service Ministry - School Kits 

We’re have started to collect items 
for School Kits for Lutheran World 
Relief.  

• 70-page spiral bound notebooks 
approx. 8” x 10 1/2”  

• 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with 
centimeters on one side and inches on the other  

• pencil sharpeners  
• pairs of blunt scissors (safety scissors with 

embedded steel blades work well)  
• black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
• boxes of 16 or 24 crayons (no 36) 

The Dollar Tree on Rte. 1A in Walpole is a good 
source for these items and Walmart may have 
some good sales.  

If you would prefer to make a monetary donation 
towards the cost of the drawstring backpack-
style cloth bags, please make out a check to 
Emmanuel with a note indicating that it be 
applied to that portion of the kit cost.   

Children who receive these kits would not be able 
to attend school without them. So thank you in 
advance for your contributions. 

I’ll be putting containers in the hall for your 
donations.  If you have any questions, please call 
me.  Thank you.   

Arlene Cegelis 781-762-0360 

Letters… 

Dear Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 

I cannot thank you enough for the educational 
grant you have awarded me.  The care and 
support it showed reminded me of the love, 
support, and security Emmanuel Lutheran has 
always provided. May God bless and be with you 
all. 

Thank you greatly,  
Veronica Alley 

Dear Emmanuel, 

I really appreciate your donation (Calumet 
Campership), thanks so much.  It was very 
generous of you! 

Thanks,  
Scott Alberg  

 

Dear Emmanuel Church, 

Thank you very much for the scholarship. The 
money will be well spent on college books. It is 
great to know that I have a church community 
supporting me while I am in Philadelphia.  

Thank you,  
Cassie Navalta  

 

Sunday School Teachers Needed 

The Sunday School is in need of ONE teacher for 
the 1st/2nd grade.   

No teaching experience is required.  The 
curriculum is easy to understand and lays out the 
lesson plan for each week.  The teaching schedule 
is flexible.  If you are interested, please contact 
Janice McHugh at 617-543-5406 or by email at 
buster718@msn.com.    

 

 

 

mailto:buster718@msn.com
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Blessing for the New School Year  

On Sunday, September 1st, during 
the 9:30 a.m. service, we will hold a 
service of blessing for students, 
teachers, administrators, and all 
those who work schools.  Students of 
any age are invited to bring their 

backpacks or something else that represents the 
beginning of school to them.  Teachers, aides, 
principals, administrators, office staff, cooks and 
cafeteria servers, librarians, janitors, and bus 
drivers, crossing guards, and anyone else whose 
work supports the education of our communities’ 
young people are also invited to come and receive 
a blessing and affirmation of your vocation as you 
serve children and families in your daily work! 

The Blessing for the New School year will take 
place during the children’s sermon.   

Fireworks!   

Did you know that you 
can see the Norwood 
Day Fireworks from the 
park across the street 
from Emmanuel?   

Emmanuel members 
and friends are invited to get together on Friday, 
September 6th to see the Fireworks.  Park on the 
street in front of the church, and join us for some 
treats, glow sticks, and fun.  The Fireworks will 
start “when it’s dark enough”, so we’re estimating 
that the fireworks might begin around 8:00 
p.m.  We can gather anytime between 7:30 and 
8:00. Bring picnic blankets or lawn chairs for the 
fireworks display!  

 

Norwood Day 

Norwood Day is Saturday September 7th, 
9:00am - 3:00pm!  Come and help at the 
Emmanuel booth.  We will be handing out 
information about Emmanuel and have the 
Steeple Toss game (throwing rings over a cone 
painted like a steeple) for people to enjoy.  

There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the 
hallway or contact Ann Frerichs 
(afrerichs@ymail.com, 617-306-1098). Any time 
you can spare to help at the booth is appreciated! 

 

Fall Worship Services and Sunday 

Church School Rally Day 

Sunday, September 8th will be a big day at 

Emmanuel.    

• We will be returning to our two-service 
worship schedule with services at 8:45 a.m. & 
11:15 a.m.   

• Sunday School Teachers and Council 
Members will be installed.   

• Sunday School for children will begin again.   

Please attend these important events in the life 
of our congregation! 

Sunday School News 

Sunday School Rally Day kicks off on September 
8th at 10:00 a.m.  Children 3 years old (as of Sept 
1st) through Grade 6 are welcome and 
encouraged to come.  Children, teachers and 
Pastor Amanda will gather on the front steps of 
Emmanuel for a welcome and blessing. 

Bible Study 

After taking an August break, Bible Study at 
Emmanuel will begin again in September.  We 
have two Bible Study groups that meet at 
Emmanuel, one on Wednesday evenings, 7:30-
9:00 and one on Thursday mornings, 10:00-
11:30.   

Our groups will meet on Wednesday, September 
11th 7:30-9:00 p.m. and Thursday, September 
12th 10:00-11:30 a.m. to plan what we will study 
during the “fall semester”.  New people are always 
welcome to join in on Bible Study.  If you would 
like to be a part of the decision-making process 
for what we learn about and discuss in the coming 
months, please come to one of these planning 
sessions. No previous Bible Study experience 
needed!   

mailto:afrerichs@ymail.com
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Fireside Coffeehouse 

 The Fireside Coffeehouse will 
hold an open mike for musical 
duos and trios on Friday, 
September 13, at 7:30 pm in Kask 
Hall. Come and listen, or come and 
play! A $5.00 donation at the door 
goes to a church music fund.  

If your duo or trio would like to perform as part 
of the afternoon lineup, email   
firesidecoffeehouse@gmail.com  in advance. For 
more info: https://sites.google.com/site/firesidecoffeehouse/ 
 

Adult Forum 

Beginning on Sunday September 
15th Britton Warner will be offering 
a four-week Adult Forum on the 
prophets.  Come and learn more 
about these men, who were the 
messengers and mouthpieces of God!  
The Study will meet ion Sundays in 
the Founder’s Room between the 
worship services, 10:00-11:00 a.m.  

 

Confirmation Starts 

Confirmation classes for youth in 7th grade and 
older will begin on Wednesday, September 18th 
6:00-7:30 p.m. Confirmation classes meet most 
Wednesdays during the school year 6:00-7:30 
p.m.  

Our Confirmation program is a two-year program 
that encompasses teaching about the topics 
covered in Luther’s Small Catechism, about life in 
the church, and about the stories we find in the 
Bible.  This year the Confirmation program will be 
focusing on the Bible.   

The first Confirmation class on September 18th 
will be an orientation session for students and 
their parents. It will be held in the Founders’ 
Room.  If you would like to register your child for 
Confirmation, please fill out the registration form 
that is located in the hallway outside of Pastor 
Amanda’s office or on Emmanuel’s website at:  

http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/education/c
onfirmation-class/confirmation-class-
registration-form/ 

If you have any questions about Emmanuel’s 
Confirmation program, please contact Pastor 
Amanda 781-856-1274 or 
pastor@emmanuelnorwood.org.   

 

Emmanuel’s Book Discussion Group 

Emmanuel’s Book Discussion Group 
– regroups in September and if you 
are interested in joining, this would 

be a great time to!   

Just so you’ll know how books are chosen:  A title 
must be available in both book and book-on-CD.  
Many of them are also available in large print and 
as downloadable e-books.  The titles must be 
available in many libraries so we can all get them.   

The following is the schedule for the next several 
months, so you can plan ahead.  All are Fridays 
and we meet at 7:00 here at the church, in the 
Founders’ Room! 

Sept., 20, 2019 - Where'd You go Bernadette by 
Maria Semple (this is currently being made into 
a movie) 

Oct. 18, 2019  -  Killers of the Flower Moon by 
David Grann (non-fiction) 

Nov. 15, 2019 -  Mansfield Park by Jane Austen 

No gathering in December. 

Jan. 17, 2020 -  The Muralist by B. A. Shapiro 

We hope to see some new faces.    

Helen Rezendes  

Knotty Knitters Goods Donated 

Helene and Louis Bier recently 
delivered 101 knitted items (hats, 
scarves, and pairs of mittens), made 
by the Knotty Knitters group, to 
Nativity Lutheran Church in 
Rockport, Maine. These items will be 

distributed at Christmas to needy people in 

https://sites.google.com/site/firesidecoffeehouse/
http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/education/confirmation-class/confirmation-class-registration-form/
http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/education/confirmation-class/confirmation-class-registration-form/
http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/education/confirmation-class/confirmation-class-registration-form/
mailto:pastor@emmanuelnorwood.org
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surrounding towns and offshore islands.  Keep on 
knitting and crocheting ladies. 

Anyone interested in joining the group – they 
meet the 4th Wednesday of each month (weather 
permitting). Contact Helene at hbier@verizon.net. 

Blessing of the Animals 

On Sunday, September 29, at 4:00 p.m. we will 
be holding a Blessing of 
the Animals on the lawn 
at Emmanuel.  Blessing 
of the Animals services 
are opportunities for us 
to give thanks to God for 
the animals that are a 

part of our lives and to affirm God’s care for all of 
God’s creation and our stewardship of animals 
and the rest of the earth.  Pets of any kind are 
welcome at this service as long as they are 
properly contained and cleaned up after.  If you 
pet does not enjoy meeting other animals or new 
people, then then or she would probably not 
enjoy this event.  If that is the case, please feel free 
to bring a picture and have your pet blessed in 
absentia!  - Pastor Amanda 

Rummage Sale  

Emmanuel’s Fall Rummage 
Sale will be October 25 & 26.  
Be sure to set ‘good stuff’ 
aside as you do your ‘fall 
cleaning’.  We would love to 
have your extra clothing, linens, jewelry, knick-
knacks, small furniture, sporting goods, toys, and 
books. 

The rummage sale proceeds help provide 
camperships for our youth and the purchase of 
some items not covered by the church budget.  

For anyone who’s attended at least ONE of 
Emmanuel’s rummage sales, you know it takes a 
small army. More information on how you can 
help will be coming in next month’s ENVOY.  

 

Women’s Retreat 

It was almost a year ago that I wrote about 
making up our usual fall One Day local retreat in 
the spring. We never got to do that and all I can 
say about myself is Liar, Liar pants on fire and I’m 
sorry to those of you looking forward to getting 
together. It was a crazy busy spring and we ran 
out of weekends. But, we are on the books for the 
fall so please mark your calendar or note it in your 
phone, so that you can be with us.  

Sue Lawson and Peggy Flood have generously 
offered their Cape houses for our Fall Retreat. Our 
longtime friend and Spiritual Director, Gayle Kerr, 
will be leading our retreat. Space will be limited 
to the two houses so please think about it and 
save November 8th, 9th, and 10th. (Yes, that’s 
Veteran’s Day weekend. This fall looks just as 
busy for Emmanuel as last spring.) A signup sheet 
will be going up soon. Watch for more 
information in the Envoy. 

Lynne Krock 
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Food Pantry Collection - Reminder 

Food Pantry Collection! August is Emmanuel's month to collect 
nonperishable food items for the Ecumenical Community Food Pantry 
of Norwood. The pantry is housed over at Grace Episcopal Church and 
serves individuals and families in need in both Norwood and Westwood. 
The pantry currently serves about 300 families.     

Thinking of the clients served: 

• Many are single adults, often men, who live in rooms without cooking facilities and might be lucky 
enough to have or have access to a microwave. 

• Large families struggle to make these foods stretch, while trying to make the meals nutritious.  
Canned meats, and stews Canned chili, beef ravioli, Beefaroni 
Canned white (Albacore) tuna Rice/grain "meal-in-a-box" (pilaf, couscous) 
Juice (cranberry, cran-raspberry, apple, etc.) Pasta 
Peanut butter and jelly/jam Pasta sauce 
Tomato products (paste-small, diced-small, stewed-small, whole, pureed, crushed) 
Cold and hot cereals Cake and brownie mixes  
Ground regular coffee Black (Orange Pekoe) Tea 

 

Please make sure that all food donated has not been opened if it is not individually wrapped, and 
that the inner packaging is still intact. Please, no expired food. 

To read more about the pantry and what to donate, visit http://www.norwoodpantry.org or speak to 
Wayne and Cindy Zafft, (email:  zaffts@comcast.net).  Donations can be placed in the boxes in the Narthex 
either during the offering time at worship or any other time.  We will be collecting throughout the month 
of August.  Also, please contact Cindy & Wayne if you are able to deliver these food donations to the Food 
Pantry.  Thank you! 

Next Steps Ministry 

If you are a young adult or are the parent of a young adult who is in college or getting started in the work 
force, please make sure that you are (or your child is) signed up for our Next Steps Ministry, which 

is a ways for Emmanuel to keep in touch with the young adults in our congregation as they take 
the next steps in their lives.  They will be assigned a contact person who will keep in touch with 
them and pray for them throughout the year.  They will also receive care packages from the 

church twice a year.   

If you/your child would like to participate in Next Steps Ministry, please fill out the form below 
and return it to the church office in person, by mail, or by e-mail by September 6th.  (This 
form is also available on our website at: http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/ministries/community-
world-outreach/next-steps-ministry/ 

Name:  

Home Address:  

Address for the School Year (if different from home address): 

College (if applicable):   Year in College (if applicable):   

E-mail Address: Birthday:  

http://www.norwoodpantry.org/
mailto:zaffts@comcast.net
http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/ministries/community-world-outreach/next-steps-ministry/
http://wip.emmanuelnorwood.org/ministries/community-world-outreach/next-steps-ministry/
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Youth Events  
 

 

 

ELCA National Youth Gathering Informational Meeting 

Gathering 2021 is still almost two years away, but it’s not too early to start thinking about who wants to 
go/is able to go and how we’re going to get there.  We’ll be having an Informational Meeting about the 
National Youth Gathering for interested youth and parents on Sunday, September 15, 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
in the Gathering Room.  Youth who will be able to attend the 2021 National Youth Gathering are youth who 
will be high school freshmen, sophomores, juniors, or seniors in the fall of 2021 and 2021 high school 
graduates.   

The National Youth Gathering will be held in Minneapolis, MN Tuesday, June 29-Saturday, July 3, 2021.  
Please sign up on the table outside Pastor Amanda’s office or email her at pastor@emmanuelnorwood.org 
if you are able to attend the informational meeting on September 15th.   

 

Jailbreak! 

On Friday, September 20, 6:00-9:00 p.m. we will have a fellowship night for youth 
in 7th-12th grades.   

Don't know what Jailbreak is?  You should come and find out!  Youth are welcome to 
bring phones and flashlights if they have them.  Friends are welcome! There’s a signup 
sheet outside the church offices.  

 

 

Friday Night Live  

Youth Meeting, Friday, September 27th, 7;00-9:00 p.m.  
We will gather for food, fun, planning future youth events, and Jesus!  All youth, 7th grade and up are 
invited to this event!   
 

 


